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Preface 

In 1992, the City of Fairfield asked our Heritage Society to help them update the his¬ 
torical aspects of their General Plan. We agreed and thought we could complete the pro¬ 
ject in a few months. Seven years later, we feel we have completed the most extensive 
inventory ever compiled of our area. During this time, it has been our good fortune to 
> meet and know some of the sons and daughters of our local Pioneers. To the past and 
to such people as Ben Oliver, we owe a debt of gratitude. To the present, we thank all 
of you who helped make this project a reality. We hope that it will be of interest to future 
generations. 

Tim Farmer 
President H.S.O.W.C.S. 

Bert Hughes 
Project Chairman 


Project Staff 



Front: Ruth Hagemann, Vera Oliver, Marjorie Wildman. Back: Donna Epps, 
Happy Marinovich, Gwen Swope — "Fairfield Pioneers" 

























A Thank You to all of the people listed below. Without their help this book 
would not have been possible. 

Arline Abbott, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Allen, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Alonzo, Leah 
Anderson, Olga Angle, Mayrene Bates, Gail Bechtle, Mr. and Mrs. Vern 
Bendson, Leona Benjamin, Mary and Irvin Blanc, Mary Lee Bourcier, Viola 
Bryan, Nancy Burge, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Caddie, Mr. and Mrs. John Canova, 
Randall Carlson, Nadine and Bill Chadbourne, Tom and Elna Clark, Guido 
Colla, Ted Crawford, Lyle and Eleanor Cullum, Rosalie Cunningham, 
Barbara Daiprai, Wayne and Jane Day, Bernice DeBoyce, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Dekker. 

Jim Dekloe, Robert Dittmer, Steve Dodini, Donald Dowling, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bud Ellsworth, Art, Judy and Lory Engell, Donna Epps, Raymond and Rose 
Erickson, Raymond Eittriem, Eileen Ealati, Tim Earmer, Gayle Fraser, 
Catherine Fraser, Carole Freeman, Walter Freitas, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Frost, Judy Gates, Laurie Gerevas, Lawrence Gerevas, Donna-Marie Girton, 
Maria and Larry Glashoff, Stan Gollinger, Michael and Jane Gonzales, Mr. 
and Mrs. A1 Guyan, Ruth Hagemann, Susan Haid, B. Hancock, Joanne 
Hash, Carol and David Heim, Donald Heimburger, Christine Henningfeld, 
Mary and Hank Higham. 

Elinore Hinkson, Bert Hughes, Warren Hughes, Carole Jarrett, Dolores 
Johnson, Ruth Kaiser, Jane Kibby, Christine Kelly, Valarie Kelly, Chloris 
Kincaid, Beverly LeMasters, Ed and Susan Lippstreu, Lynn Lippstreu, 
Marvel Little, Virginia Loney, Steve Lorenger, Clyde Low, Mr. and Mrs. 
David MacMurdo, David Marianno, Happy Marinovich, Margaret Martin, 
Roy and Betty Mason, Robert Maunder, Yolanda Messer, Brian Miller, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernie Moretti, Bette Mueller, Libby Nelson, John and Susan Nero, 
Judith and Robert Nielsen, Mary Noonan, Mr. and Mrs. Gary Odaffer, Ben 
and Vera Oliver, Bruce Ornbaum, Mr. and Mrs. Welsey Pangburn, Dianne 
Paulsen, Ronald and Gordene Pienovi, Larry Pye, Virgil and Margaret 
Ragsdale, Barbara Reiterman, Mr. and Mrs. Gil Richardson, Deloris Roach, 
Dan and Shirley Root. 

Dolores Russell, Fred and Verna Salsman, Shirley Schaufel, John Seybold, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Siebe, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Sheldon, Stuart Slocum, 
Joan Smith, Mary Ellen Smith, Elayne Smith, Eve Somjen, Roy Spiker, 
Kenneth Stark, Francis and Gertrude Stathakis, Nadine Stevenson, Cindy 
Stewart, Gwen Swope, Nancy Ann Taylor, Robert and Sybil Thierry, Ian 
Thompson, Mr. Art Tooby, George Tomasini, Barbara Van Putten, Marjorie 
Wildman, Alan Witt, Lena Yolo, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Young, Chet 
Wystopek and the staff of the Fairfield Community Center. 

Photos from: Tim Farmer, Vacaville Heritage Council, Wood Young and 
Rodney Rulofson Collections. 
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(Above) Texas Street before the 1909 fire. Left to right: Henry Goosen's Hardware Store, Parr's Repair 
Shop, Webster Street, A.H. Munroe's Drug Store with family residence on the second floor, 
Silverstein's Store, Mrs. Mean's store and residence, (not shown) Mayfield's Cottage, The Capitol 
Hotel, Jefferson Street, The Post Office (small white building). 
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Fairfield North/South Streets 



819 Washington. Many of the houses in this 
general vicinity were built during the early 
1920's. This residence was owned by Garland 
and Dorothy Davis during the 1940's. 



1945 and was the home of Anna Levy 
Gonsalves, a long-time United States Post 
Office employee in Fairfield. 



906 Union. Home of Dan White, County 
Superintendent of Schools, a pre-1920's house 
built as a two story home on Madison Street. To 
make way for a parking lot, it was moved to 
Union Ave. and lowered to its present height. It 
is still owned by members of the White family. 


907 Washington. This home formerly stood at 
853 Washington and was owned by Joseph and 
Mary Serpas. Homes on Washington Street 
were moved, between 1955 and 1959 to make 
room for the Armijo High School expansion. 
Some of the other homes originally on this 
street were moved to Illinois, Broadway, 
Jefferson and Cordelia Streets. 



904 Union. This pre-1920 bungalow was 
moved to this site from another location after 



1235 Union. This lovely home was originally 
built in 1863 for John B. Lemon. In 1928 it was 
moved from Taylor Street to this location, to 
make room for the De Luxe Motel. Owned by 
the Clifford Chadbourne family, it was guarded 
by colorful peacocks. 
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1501 Union. Thought to have been built in the 
1860's with a foundation of redwood timbers it 
was the home of the Finney family. J.J. Finney 
graduated from Armijo High School in the first 
class in 1893 and some of his school books were 
found in the attic. Recently remodeled it is now 
the home of the Lambrecht family. 



445 Jefferson. This pre-1910 home was occu¬ 
pied by the Carl Torp family. Later Mr. Scholl, a 
custodian at the courthouse, and his family 
lived in this home. 



529 Jefferson. Constructed circa 1928, this was 
originally the home of Jack and Rita Gerevas. 


Next owners were Ross and Frances Smith, 
Ross worked for the railroad and Frances 
worked in the Solano County Elections 
Department. 



533 Jefferson. This bungalow was built during 
the late 1920's for Ross and Harriett Harper. 
Ross Harper worked in the Southern Pacific 
Freight office. It was later occupied by John and 
Jean Harper Ellsworth 



713 and 719 Jefferson. These two buildings 
were moved down from Cement for Mr. Frank 
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447 Webster Street. This home was built 
between 1893 and 1896 by Matt and Nellie 
Barrett Murphy. All nine of the Murphy chil¬ 
dren were born here. This property was sur¬ 
rounded by a picket fence that encompassed 
the entire lot. The land was subdivided 
between 1900 and 1905 and lots were sold to 
the Wrights, Hickeys, Wilsons, O'Neills and 
Barretts. 


501 Webster. Built before 1893, this home was 
addressed as 804 Delaware; however, the main 
entrance was changed to Webster Street and the 
address changed. This was the home of Joseph 
Terry, a barber, who later, with his son Francis, 
owned the Sportsman Club on Texas Street. 


607 Webster. Built circa 1908 by Mr. Silverstein 
and then sold to Mr. Beck, this home was pur¬ 
chased by Miss Susan Maus in 1909. A former 
school teacher. Miss Maus later became United 
States Postmistress at Fairfield. The beautiful 
mosaic window on the second floor has recent¬ 
ly been removed. 




717 Webster. In the fire of July 6,1909, the only 
building left on Texas Street between Jefferson 
and Webster was the Capitol Hotel. The 
Goosen Store and residence across Webster 
Street was saved by the bucket brigade. (So/. 
Rep. 16 Jul 1909) They kept the front of the 
smoking building wet down and although 
badly scorched, it did not catch fire. 


Mclnnis. 713 was used by K.B. Grimm, county 
surveyor, as an office and Frank Bishop operat¬ 
ed his barber shop in 719. 
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839 Webster. This home was built in the early 
1910's by Walter and Pearl Hunter, who later 
moved to Jackson Street. This house was then 
owned and occupied by Joe Anderson, 
Fairfield Street Superintendent. 



201 Jackson Street. Phil Winkleman built this 
home well before 1920. His barn with its boxing 
ring at the north side of the property was used 
by local prize fighters to train. 




322 - 326 - 336 - 344 Jackson Street. These four 
homes are fine examples of the Normandy 
style houses that were popular in the late 
1920's. They were built for Frank Mclnnis of the 
Solano County Bank. 



739 Jackson Street. This house was built in the 
mid-1930's and was the home of Mike and 
Florinda Riggan who operated Riggan's Beauty 
Shop on the lower floor. 
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744 Jackson Street. A 1926 home that was 
designed by Louis Nielsen and was the home of 
the John E. Freitas family. Mr. Freitas was at one 
time the Mayor of Fairfield and owned a meat 
market on Texas Street. Later his wife, Josephine, 
managed a clothing store next to the market. The 
one inch thick Honduras mahogany wall panels 
were purchased by special order through the 
Suisun Lumber Company. 


805 Jackson Street. This lovely home was built 
before 1893 for the Huckins family. It was the 
home of the Charles Adamson family in later 
years. 


830 Jackson Street. A simple cottage with an 
inset front porch that was built in the early 


1920's. As a rental it was a home to many of 
Fairfield's residents. The H.G. Richardson fam¬ 
ily lived here while building their home across 
the street. 




831 Jackson Street. Originally a one story 
house built in 1925 by H. Glenn and Phyllis 
Richardson. Their granddaughter later remod¬ 
eled the house adding the upper story. Glenn 
was district manager for Standard Oil Co. At 
one time, he was Mayor of Fairfield and the 
H.G. Richardson School was named in his 
honor. 


843 Jackson Street. Built before 1893 by 
Richard Crater, this was the home of the 
Patterson family during the 1920's. 
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844 Jackson Street. This Spanish style bunga¬ 
low was built in 1936 by Leonard Klingsell for 
Walter Hunter. Mr. Hunter owned the Rexall 
Drug Store on Texas Street. 



225 Madison Street. A simple bungalow with 
a small roof extending over the front entrance. 
It was constructed prior to 1920 and at one time 
was the residence of Bernice Catling Toudy, a 
very popular Fairfield school teacher. 



330 Madison Street. Built before 1930 for 
Gertrude Duren Stewart with the side roof 
extended to provide shelter over the side 
entrance. Her son, Deane, and family lived here 
for many years. 



527 Madison Street. During the 1920's this 
pre-1900 bungalow, was the home of the 
Eugene C. Stowe family. Mr. Stowe was the edi¬ 
tor and proprietor of the Fairfield Enterprise 
newspaper. 



533 Madison Street. A pre-1930 bungalow that 
has a full front porch. The extended roof is sup¬ 
ported by boxed pillars. It was the home of the 
Elwood Merrill family. 



729 Madison Street. A 1920's, two story home 
with a full above ground basement was the 
home of Harry Mortensen. Mr. Mortensen and 
his brother, Fred, owned the grocery and variety 
store on the corner of Jackson and Texas Streets. 
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733 Madison Street. Another example of the 
pre-1920's home built with an extended roof 
over a full front porch. It was the residence of 
Mr. Lodge, manager of the Diamond National 
Lumber Company. 


745 Madison Street. Built in the 1920's with an 
inset corner porch, it was the home of the James 
Watson family. 


828 Madison Street. This dwelling was built 
prior to 1910 for the William Glusen family. Mr. 
Glusen was a plumber for 50 years. He served 


as a city councilman for 16 years, mayor for 
eight years and retired as Fairfield Fire Chief in 
1958. 


848 Madison Street. This home with its seven 
gabled roof was built by Louis Hagemann and 
sons in 1935 with lumber from the Scandia 
Dance Hall. One of the few homes in Fairfield 
with an underground basement. 


247 Taylor Street. This building was said to 
have been the only two story house in the town 
of Cement and was built in 1902 for Chief 
Chemist Charles Wheeler. The house was 
moved to downtown Fairfield as the home of 
John Braker and then, after remodeling, it was 
moved to Taylor Street and purchased by Clyde 
Wright. 
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445 Taylor Street. Built prior to 1895, this was 
the home of the Fred Morrill family. Son, Lewis, 
served as Solano County Clerk for many years 
and daughter, Mabel McDiarmid, taught at 
Fairfield Grammar School. Mr. Morrill had a 
cannery at the rear of his property and owned 
a large strawberry field where Woolner Avenue 
is now. 



501 Taylor Street. This dwelling was the home 
of Robert Kerr, who like his father, Albert, was 
a local carpenter. He built the home with its 
extended front porch prior to 1930. John 
Bowers built the large fireplace in the 40's and 
the side room was a later addition. 



512 Taylor Street. The John Cox home dates 
back to 1910. Mr. Cox, like his neighbor, Mr. 
Kerr, was a carpenter. The enclosed porch on 
the front is a recent addition. 



523 Taylor Street. In 1929, John and Mary Witt, 
purchased this home from "Babe" Lily Meyers. 
Mr. Witt was a custodian at Armijo Union High 
School. He later owned the candy store near the 
S.P. Depot. Babe Meyers was the secretary for 
Frank Mclnnis at the Solano County Bank. 



530 Taylor Street. Joe McEnery, who was the 
owner of the Solano Theatre, lived here for a 
time after this home was built in 1929. Later it 
was the home of Harry and Irene DeLong. 
Harry was employed by the Southern Pacific 
Railroad Co. 
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720 Taylor Street. Built before the 1920's, this 
lovely bungalow, though remodeled recently, 
still has some of the earlier charms. It was the 
home of Albert and Emily Morrison Kerr. 
Albert was a carpenter and Mrs. Kerr was a 
teacher at Fairfield Grammar School. 



738 Taylor Street. Built before 1900, it is said 
that it was built by a ship's carpenter from 
Captain Waterman's sailing ship. Remodeled in 
1947, it became the home of Leila Harvie, "the 
Mother of Little League." In the early days of 
the league, she made all their uniforms. 



801 Taylor Street. Built in 1893, this was the 
home of Mrs. Sargent. In 1938 it was purchased 
by Bill Fields and remodeled into apartments. 



817 Taylor Street. Constructed in the late 
1890's, this was the home of Rose Roberts who 
married attorney K.I. Jones. It was purchased 
by Louis and Marvel Little in 1936 and remod¬ 
eled in 1951. Mr. Little was the Fairfield 
Postmaster from 1943 to 1973. 



825 Taylor Street. At the turn of the century, 
Frank Whitby, who owned a drug store in 
Suisun, built this home. It was later remodeled 
and occupied by the Thomas Downer family. 



434 Great Jones Street. In 1919 this structure 
was part of the Morrill Cannery that was locat¬ 
ed on this block. Later it was remodeled into 
apartments. 
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427 Great Jones Street. Built in 1941 for the Joe 
Paoli family. Mr. Paoli's first auto repair shop 
was in the Fairfield Garage on the corner of 
Jefferson and Texas Streets. 



445 Great Jones Street. Owned by Beatrice 
Braghetta, this home was built in the 1890's. In 
the 1900 census Mrs. Braghetta is listed as a 
dairy owner. In later years Mr. and Mrs. Arrighi 
resided here. 



729 Great Jones Street. This home was built 
for John Huck in the 1880's when he owned the 
entire block. The forward wing, created by the 
"L" plan, was a later addition. 



745 Great Jones Street. Built for Hattie 
Sheldon in 1938 by Leonard Klingsell. This 
lovely Spanish style home with the red tile roof 
was a new style of architecture introduced to 
Fairfield in the 1930's. 





411 Pennsylvania Avenue. This house was one 
of 10 homes built around the turn of the centu¬ 
ry by the E.B. & A.L. Stone Company at the foot 
of Thomasson Hill near Cordelia. Anselmo 
Canova purchased the house for $300.00 and 
had it moved to its present location by Louis 
Hagemann and Sons. Southern Pacific Railroad 
Company charged Mr. Canova $1.80 for a 
supervisor and two men to raise the wires 
when the house was moved across the railroad 
tracks at the foot of Pennsylvania Avenue. 
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Fairfield EastAVest Streets 



502 Empire Street. This attractive one story 
home was built about 1929. At that time the 
property was owned by W.R Parker, the coun¬ 
ty tax collector. Leo Sweeney, a deputy who 
worked for Sheriff Jack Thornton, briefly 
owned the home and sold it to Emil and Ruby 
Huck in 1935. 



644 Empire Street. Built by the Serpas family 
! about 1895. Joseph Serpas was born in this 
' home in 1898. His daughter, Anna and her hus¬ 
band, Joe Cabral, occupied the home during 
! the 1930's. Joe and Anna's daughter, Agnes, still 
owns this residence. 



826 Empire Street. The home of Dr. H.V. 
Clymer and wife, Grace, was originally built on 


Texas Street and moved to its current site by 
George Miller in the 1920's. It was purchased 
by W.H. Newell, the music and shop teacher at 
Armijo High School in the 1930's. 



828 Empire Street. Built in 1908 with a full 
front porch and gabled roof. This house was 
owned by Ida Hesser and later by the Charles 
Thedick family. Mr. Thedick was the first 
"Culligan Man" and introduced Culligan 
Bottled Water to Fairfield. 



840 Empire Street. This residence was built for 
the David Weir family during the 1920's. Mr. 
Weir published the Solano Republican, a weekly 
newspaper that later became the Daily Republic. 
Mrs. Weir was, at one time, the Postmistress of 
Fairfield. Mr. Weir wrote and published a biog¬ 
raphy of Captain Waterman, the founder of 
Fairfield. 
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844 Empire Street. Built in 1895 by Bill Fields, 
it was moved from the Lambert Ranch in 
Suisun Valley to its present location in 1909. 
The Weir family lived here prior to their mov¬ 
ing next door. Joe and Bess Serpas purchased 
the property in 1943. 



922 Empire Street. This home of Ben F. and 
Margaret Hyde, was built by Mrs. Hyde's 
brother prior to 1930. The Hydes owned a 
department store on Texas Street. 



926 Empire Street. This parsonage was built in 
1900 to replace the earlier Methodist Church 


parsonage that had been built in 1857. The fish 
scale shingles and porch inserted in the cross 
gables are typical of the period. 



930 Empire Street. A brick church, erected on 
this site in 1861, was destroyed by the earth¬ 
quake of April 1892. By November of that year, 
a cornerstone was laid for a new church which 
was completed in February of 1893. In 1917, the 
structure was remodeled and remains in excel¬ 
lent condition. An outstanding example of 
California Gothic Revival design, it is now the 
property of The Church of God. 



921 Empire Street. While little is known about 
the early owners of this lovely home, it was 
occupied during the 1930's by Marie Boss and 
her mother, Margarita. Marie Boss served as 
the County Deputy Tax Collector for a number 
of years. 
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1010 Empire Street. The Goosen Mansion was 
built by McCullum, McDougal and Cameron 
for Henry Goosen in 1905. It took an entire year 
to construct. The onyx for one of the fireplaces 
came from the Tolenas Springs area. Henry 
Goosen was born in Cordelia in 1860. In 1902 
he purchased the Fairfield Water Works. 


1044 Empire Street. This 1930 home of Nile 
and Cleo Gordon still graces the tree lined 
street. Cleo Gordon taught school in Fairfield 
for many years. In 1962 the Cleo Gordon 
Elementary School was named in her honor. 


1047 Empire Street. In 1903 the entrance was 
on Taylor Street. Remodeled before 1947, addi- 


1128 Empire Street. This was the residence of 
Mark and Leila Woods. Mr. Woods started his 
teaching career in the Fairfield area and became 
the principal of the Fairfield Grammar School 
prior to 1920. This home dates back to 1910. 


tions were made and the entrance moved to 
Empire Street. This was the home of Charles 
and Esther Wren. Mr. Wren was an agricultural 
commissioner. 


1120 Empire Street. This 1905 home was built 
for Bert Sheldon who served as County Audi¬ 
tor. It was later purchased by Eloyd and Bernice 
DeBoyce for the grand sum of $2,000.00. The 
architectural features are outstanding and 
unusual. Note the irregularly shaped and 
placed gables and the curved glass windows. 
Also the half porch with the turned, bulging 
posts. 
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1133 Empire Street. The last of the three cot¬ 
tages that had been built for the DeLuxe Hotel. 
The entire block was purchased in March 1928 
and cleared of all structures to make way for 
the new motel, restaurant and cottages. During 
W.W. II, eleven trailers were added for living 
accommodations. 



700-720 Texas Street. The first hotel on this site 
was the Plants Hotel built prior to 1877. It was 
followed by the Capitol which was destroyed 
by fire in July of 1897 and replaced by the new 
Fairfield Hotel. In May of 1925 Louis 
Hagemann moved the hotel back so that a new 
concrete store could be built on the corner. 
During the move and construction, J.E. Serpas' 
O.K. Sweet Shop and the Stage Depot were 
temporarily moved across Texas Street to 
Wright's Garage. 



726 Texas Street. Built for the First National 
Bank of Fairfield with W.C. Robbins as 
President prior to 1920. The bank occupied the 
west side of the ground floor and a title com¬ 
pany was on the east side. The floor in the bank 
was made of onyx from Tolenas Springs. Later 
Walter Hunter moved his drug store into the 
west side. Some of the original character of the 
building is still apparent on the second floor 
facade. 


740 Texas Street. This three story office build¬ 
ing was erected for the Solano Title Company 
in 1926. The title company occupied the east 
section of the main floor while the post office 
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occupied the west side. Upstairs were various 
offices including those of Dr. Webster and Dr. 
Howe, Dentists; K.I. Jones, Attorney; Malcolm 
Gordon, Accountant; and Dr. Felix Rossi. In 
1942 the first draft board was located in one of 
the offices. In 1935 grammar school students 
were allowed to visit the building and ride in 
the first elevator in Fairfield. It was a big treat 
in that day. 


744-750 Texas Street. Henry Goosen erected a 
reinforced concrete building on this site in 1909 
after nearly losing his hardware business on 
Webster Street to the 1909 fire. Modern remod¬ 
eling has removed many of the early features 
and the building has been divided to accom¬ 
modate additional businesses. 

756 Texas Street. January 27, 1911 was adver¬ 
tised as the day for the grand opening of 
Ritzman's Mercantile Store in their new con¬ 
crete building on Texas Street. The Fairfield 
Enterprise of Feb. 22, 1919 reported that Mrs. 
Paul Harlan had rented Ritzman's store build¬ 
ing between the moving picture theatre and 
Goosen Hardware for her dry goods business. 
The theatre would later be replaced by Evans 
Grocery Store. 


804 Texas Street. In the early 1920's this was 
Parr's Electric Shop. Then it was remodeled for 
the Safeway grocery store. By the late 1940's 
Hunter's Rexall Drug Store occupied the build- 
ing. 

810 Texas Street. During the late 1920's, Joseph 
Soares remodeled his building for the J.C. 
Penney Co. The goods and money from the 
main floor were sent up by baskets on cables to 
the wrappers and cashiers on the balcony. 

816 Texas Street. Evans and Pyle moved from 
Suisun in 1923 and opened their hardware 
store on Texas Street. 

832 Texas Street. Valladao's Saloon in the 
1920's. Later became Harvey's Barber Shop. 


800 Texas Street. Construction began on Sept. 
27, 1928 on the new Solano County Bank 
Building for Frank C. Mclnnis, President. 
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834-836-838 Texas Street. Joe Freitas had a new 
concrete building erected on this site by June of 
1921. With the remodeling, in later years, it is 
hard to tell how much remains of the old build¬ 
ing. A number of businesses were in this area. 
Liberty Meat Market, Freitas Toggery, Red and 
White Grocery to name a few. 



844-846 Texas Street. John Flolstein, on March 
19, 1909, purchased the old grammar school 
building on Madison Street and had it moved 
to his lot on Jackson and Texas. The first busi¬ 
ness to go into the building was the Lexon 
Bakery. Later, Mortensen's Grocery and Variety 
Store was established here and operated for 
many years. Extensive remodeling in recent 
years has totally changed the exterior of the 
building. 



825 Texas Street. In the 1920s this was the 
Palace Grill. It was a very popular eating estab¬ 
lishment for those traveling the Lincoln 
Highway. 

833 Texas Street. In the early 1930's the 
Sportsman Club was owned by Joe Terry and 
later by his son, Francis. 



835-837 Texas Street. When first constructed, 
there was a Sprouse Reitz Store on the east side 
and an electrical business on the west side. 
Witt's Barber Shop has been in this location 
since the 1920's. 



849 Texas Street. 29 July 1921 "The Fairfield 
Theatre opened last night with the picture "The 
Kid" with Charlie Chaplin." Joe McEnery, the 
owner, had purchased the soft drink business 
from the old hotel and had it installed in his 
new theatre. The soda fountain on the west cor¬ 
ner was also the ticket office for the Peerless 
Stage Company. 



Texas Street Sign. The sign was approved dur¬ 
ing the city council meeting on February 3,1925 
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and was installed on October 22, 1925. The 
lights were first turned on October 23, 1925. 



1018 Texas Street. Remodeled in the late 1930's 
by the Crowley family. The beautiful interior 
circular staircase was stabilized and an office, 
with its own entrance, was added to the east 
end of the building for Assemblyman Ernest 
Crowley. Although blind, Mr. Crowley served 
for 25 years in the State Assembly. His wife. 
Judge Georgia Crowley, served in the Justice 
Court of Solano County for 40 years. 



oblong plan with two or three steps leading up 
to an inset porch. To alter the appearance of the 
homes, a number of different roof lines were 
used. 1026 was the home of Lewis Morrill who 
was the County Clerk. The Corcoran family 
lived at 1046. Mr. Corcoran was the County 
Treasurer. 

1100 Texas Street. For many years the only 
home on this block was that of J.B. Lemon, one 
of Fairfield's earliest residents. In 1928 the 
entire block was cleared for the development of 
the Deluxe Motel and Cafe. The John Lemon 
home was moved to Union Avenue. 



1250 Texas Street. Built by Bernard Gillespie 
for his dry cleaning and fur storage business 
after fire had destroyed his building on Jackson 
Street. The recessed entrance of this stream¬ 
lined modern building is flanked with curved 
glass brick sidelights, a new building technique 
in the 1930's and 40's. 



1026 and 1046 Texas Street. During the 1920's 
many bungalows were built using the simple 
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621 Missouri. Home of E.N. Eager, the County 
Surveyor, and his daughter, Maybelle who was 

























































a home farm demonstrator in the 1940's. It was 
later purchased by Dr. John Shelley, a Fairfield 
optometrist, and then by Solano County which 
turned the home into a shelter for battered 
women. Constructed in the 1920's with a full 
above ground basement. 



718 Missouri. This home was built before 1920 
and occupied by Ralph and Lena Marianno 
Silveria. 



748 Missouri. Built for Matt and Mary 
Marianno Knotty by L.J. Klingsell in 1932. Matt 
Knotty at one time was the Fairfield Fire Chief 
and Mary was a long time employee for Hyde's 
Department Store on Texas Street. 



810 Missouri. In the 1930's this was the home 
of the Joe Evans family who owned "Evans 


Grocery" on Texas and Webster Streets. Their 
home delivery service was very popular with 
their customers. 



835 Missouri. Home of Frances Sernas Rico 
and family, it was built in the 1920's. Her father, 
John Sernas, was a railroad crossing guard. 



845 Missouri. Built in 1905, this residence has 
some excellent architectural features popular 
during the Victorian period such as, the fish 
scale shingles and turned wood supports for 
the porch. It was formerly the home of Antone 
Lewis and was later owned by Joe Mattos. 



919 Missouri. Owned by Joseph Furtado in 
1912, it was purchased by Mrs. Mary Mack in 
the 1930's. Members of the Mack family still 
reside here. Part of the curb in front came from 
Cement. 
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927 Missouri. The Escano family and then 
later Maria Silveria lived in this house. It was 
built in the early 1920's. 


935 Missouri. This house was originally built 
on Texas Street and then moved to Madison 
before being moved to its present location. It 
was built in the 1880's and has been well main¬ 
tained over the years. 


947 Missouri. Built before the turn of the cen¬ 
tury, this was the home of the Carl Freitas fam¬ 
ily. Later it was the residence of Ida Lewis. 


946 Missouri. Following their marriage in 
1904, Antonia and Julia Jess Freitas purchased 
this lot for $50.00 and erected a home on it 
which appears almost exactly as when first 
constructed. Five generations of the Freitas 
family have continuously occupied the unique 
little home. 


1019 Missouri. Constructed prior to 1900, it 
was in 1912 the home of James Keyes. Later 
occupied by the Buker family and then the 
Merrills. Enlarged and remodeled in later years 
it has now been divided into apartments. 


1103 Missouri. This lovely, well maintained res¬ 
idence of Ben and Vera Oliver, was built in the 
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1870s. Her parents, the Vanns, moved to Fairfield 
in 1908, when Mr. Vann was hired to paint the 
newly constructed Fairfield Grammar School. 
The Vanns purchased the home in 1912. Ben 
Oliver was a prominent Fairfield citizen, who 
was involved in many community activities. 

Missouri Street. The southwest corner of 
Madison and Missouri was the site of the '"Old 
Freitas Store" that had been erected here in 
1858 soon after the court building on the west 
end of the block. It was the earliest business in 
Fairfield. Like a scene from a western movie, it 
was a square, two story, red brick building, 
with a narrow staircase on the side leading up 
to the living quarters on the second floor. The 
balcony extended out over the wooden board¬ 
walk and protected the customers from the sun 
and rain. There were two stores on the first 
floor. One was a clothing and dry goods busi¬ 
ness and the other sold groceries and carried an 
ample supply of penny candy and fireworks. 
The inset front doors were tall and narrow. The 
old building was removed in January of 1933. 

Missouri Street. During the Depression, the 
Works Projects Administration crews were 
involved in a number of civic projects in 
Fairfield. One of these, was the installation of 
concrete sidewalks to replace the old wooden 
boardwalks. On Missouri Street, two of the 
concrete walks still remain. One at the corner of 
Jackson and Missouri and the other on Taylor 
and Missouri. Both are marked with the W.P.A. 
stamp. 


702 Delaware. Built in the early 1880's this 
house appears on the 1883 Sanborn Insurance 
Map. In later years it was the home of Floyd 
Widger, the manager of the Red Top Dairy. His 
wife, Mary, was employed in the county elec¬ 
tions department. 


729 Delaware. A simple box style, with a full 
front porch protected by a shed roof, built prior 
to 1920. This was the residence of Adolph 
"Duff" Erickson and his wife, Annie. Duff was a 
plumber for Evans and Pyle Hardware Store. 
Annie was a Registered Nurse. 


735 Delaware. The home of Verne and Hazelle 
Fowler in the 1920's. Verne owned and operat¬ 
ed a tire shop on Texas Street and Hazelle 
worked at the court house. 


741 Delaware. This building was originally a 
carpenter shop and was situated on the back of 
the lot. It was moved up to this location and 
remodeled in 1938 into the home of Clarence 
and Ruth Hagemann. 
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817 Delaware. This lovely home is a fine 
example of the Spanish style introduced into 
Fairfield in the 1920's. It was built in 1930 by 
Leonard Klingsell for the Ernest Hickey family. 



818 Delaware. Home of Newton and Daisy 
Bennett in 1938. Mr. Bennett worked for Huck 
Brothers Ice Co. His father was the contractor 
who built the Fairfield Theater in 1921. The 
front was remodeled in the 1940's. 




826 and 836 Delaware. The simple box style 
home with a pyramidal roof, full front porch 
and above ground level basement was very 
popular in Fairfield at the turn of the century. 
Manuel Francis built 836 prior to 1912 and later 
part of the front porch was enclosed. For many 
years it was the home of Mary Furtado. 



836R Delaware. In 1905 this building was Joe 
Fernandes' Shoe Repair Shop on the 900 block 
of Texas Street. In the 1950's this structure with 
a western false front was moved to the alley 
between Delaware and Missouri and became a 
residence. 
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935 Delaware. This house, built before 1930, 
was the home of James Borland, who worked 
for the railway express. 


947 Delaware. The most outstanding feature 
of this 1930's home was the beautiful stained 
glass window that has recently been removed. 
It was the home of W.L. Wilson who was a rail¬ 
road switchman. 


934 Delaware. Another of the bungalows with 
an inset front porch that was constructed in the 
1920's and 1930's. It was the home of L.M. 
Beebe who worked for the Solano Republican 
newspaper. Later it was the home of Mr. & Mrs. 
Louis Carvalho. 


948 Delaware. This home was originally on 
the 700 block of Empire St. Constructed in the 


891 Delaware. This home appears as a two 
story structure facing Jackson Street on the 
Sanborn Insurance Map of 1893. It was moved 
to its present location prior to 1920 and in the 
1940's the upper story was removed. During 
Fairfield's early years, the lot to the east was 
used by traveling peddlers, who camped there 
and sold their wares. 


925 Delaware. Originally on the corner facing 
Jackson Street, it was moved and lowered to 
make room for the fire house. Built circa 1895, it 
is a common late Victorian cottage style and was 
the home of Clyde and Pearl Lambert Wright. 
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1126 Delaware. Another of the Normandy 
style homes built for F. Mclnnis in the 1930's. 
This was the home of Judge Ruth Myers Yatsie 
and her father. Judge William Myers. 


1133 Delaware. During the 1930's, Mr. Wingo 
built a number of small homes in Fairfield. This 
one was occupied by Mervin and Evelyn Regan 
in the 1940's. 


1134 Delaware. Also built in the 1930's for F. 
Mclnnis, this was the home of J.E. Godfrey, a 
former mayor of Fairfield and Solano County 
supervisor. Mrs. Godfrey was a Navy Nurse 
stationed at Mare Island. 


1148 Delaware. A 1925 cottage that was the 
home of Mrs. Annie Durfee and her son, Carl 
Thunberg, who was a C.H.P. officer. 


1880's it became the home of the Furtado fami¬ 
ly in the early 1900’s. With development on 
Empire Street it was moved to this location and 
remodeled in 1960. 


1120 Delaware. Moved from Texas Street to 
this site in 1926, it was the home of Ernest 
Lockie, a former Undersheriff of Solano 
County. Later owned by Adam and Ruth 
Grigsby. Ruth was the former Chief Deputy 
Auditor of Solano County. 




25 
































1145 Delaware. Also constructed by Wingo in 
the 1930's, this cottage became the home of 
Edgar and Pearl Pendleton. Mr. Pendleton was 
the sexton at the Fairfield Cemetery. 



701 Broadway. Home of Robert Boardman and 
built during the 1920's. It was relocated from 
Washington Street for the Armijo High School 
expansion. 




705, 717 Broadway. Both fine examples of the 
homes built at Cement beginning in 1905. They 
were moved when the Portland Cement 
Company closed in 1928. The William "Bebe" 
Latorre family lived at 705. 717 was the home of 
Ted and Mildred Rogers. 



727 Broadway. Built by Louis Hagemann prior 
to 1912 on his lot on the north side of the street. 
It was moved to this site in the mid 1930's and at 
one time was the home of Mrs. Harriett Maupin. 



737 Broadway. Built in 1913 by Nicholas 
Garben and Claus Siebe of the same style as 
those built at Cement. This became the home of 
Ray and Laura Rice. 
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747 Broadway. In 1913 Nicholas Garben and 
his father-in-law, Claus Siebe, built this square 
style cottage with a full front screened porch 
and a slight change to the roof line. It was 
owned by the Garben family until the 1970's. 


702 Broadway. The square turret and the deli¬ 
cate sawn brackets of the inset corner porch are 
all noteworthy features of this home that was 
built by C. Foy in 1906. 



718 Broadway. Originally built on Jackson 
Street between Texas and Webster. It was the 
home of the John Freitas family until they built 
their new home in 1926. The Riggans lived here 
for a short time and the Hagemanns moved the 
home to its present site in the mid 1930's. 



730 Broadway. Unique for its time, this stucco 
home with its gabled roofs and wide side 
entrance porch was the home of Louis and 
Charlotte Hagemann. It was built by Mr. 
Hagemann in the 1920's. 



738 Broadway. This simple bungalow is remi- 
nescent of others in Fairfield that were con¬ 
structed at the turn of the century. It was the 
home of the Miller family. Mr. Miller was a 
crossing guard for the Southern Pacific Railroad. 



744 Broadway. The graceful turned spindles of 
the full front porch seem to support the cross 
gabled roof on this pre-1908 home of Daniel 
Ambrose. In later years the property was 
owned by Tony Lewis. 
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748 Broadway. According to the 1907 Sanborn 
Map this building was on the 700 block of 
Webster Street. It was moved to this location 
before the 1909 fire. This building and the old 
post office were almost identical with the false 
front detailed with a bracketed cornice and a 
shed roof over the full front porch. In 1911 the 
board of supervisors ordered the old post office 
to be removed from the courthouse grounds. 
The post office building was moved to the 
south side of Texas Street and became 'The 
Shack." In the 1920's it was a very popular ham¬ 
burger stand. 



830 Broadway. Built before 1893 with a full 
front porch and a shed roof. In later years it was 
the home of Otto and Mary Ann Hooten. Mr. 
Hooten was a gardener. 



927 Broadway. This carpenter's version of the 
shingle style was the residence of Joe and 
Gertrude Duren. Mr. Vernon Duren, who 
retired from the Fairfield Post Office, was born 
in this house in 1910. 



940 Broadway. Home of the Henry Wright 
family who lived here prior to 1920. Mr. Wright 
owned a garage on Texas and Jefferson Streets 
with George Cross. 



1101 Broadway. Built in the early 1900's it was 
the residence of Mary Neary in 1906. Later it 
was the home of the Jack DeBoyce family. 
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1120 Broadway. Moved from Cement by 
Hagemann and Sons, it was the home of Arthur 
and Vera Nielsen. Mr. Nielsen put down hard¬ 
wood floors throughout this bungalow. 



1134 Broadway. Home of Mrs. Tonnesen, it 
was built before 1920. 



1147 Broadway. The Sanctuary was construct¬ 
ed in 1910 as part of the Lutheran Church in 
Cordelia. It was moved into Fairfield in 1946 in 
two sections and laid out in an "L" shaped plan. 
The part of the church facing Broadway was a 
later addition. 



1201 Broadway. Another of the bungalows 
constructed at Cement between 1902-1905 and 
moved to Fairfield in the late 1920s. It became 
the home of August Buhrmeister who had first 
settled at Mankas Corner. 



1225 and 1237 Broadway. Bungalows that 
were moved down when the cement plant 
closed in 1928. 1225 was first moved to Texas 
Street. Prior to 1953 it was moved to Broadway 
and became the home of Anna Sequeira. In 
recent years the front porch of 1237 has been 
removed. This was the Carl Pendleton resi¬ 
dence, Mr. Pendleton was a P.G.E. employee. 
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1245 Broadway. This was apparently a super¬ 
intendent or foreman's house at Cement. It has 
a few special features including a fireplace. 
When Ward and Azelle Sheldon purchased the 
house in the 1940s, they found a number of 
wine barrels in the dug basement. Mr. Sheldon 
was the railroad express agent. 



1202 Broadway. Home of Carroll and Emma 
Sharp. Mr. Sharp was a boatwright for Hunters' 
Boats in Suisun. The pre-1920 home has been 
remodeled several times. 




1234 and 1244 Broadway. Twin bungalows 
that were constructed during the 1920's. Unlike 
many others of the time these have extended 
instead of inset porches. 1234 was the home of 
John J. Ambrose, Edward and Genevieve Witt 
lived at 1244. 



701 Ohio. The addition of a room to the front, 
changed the appearance of this pre-1920 house. 
It was the home of Manuel Alameda who 
worked for the Sheldon Oil Company. 



705 Ohio. Jim and Mae Barrett lived in this 
pre-1920 bungalow. Mr. Barrett was a Fairfield 
police officer. 
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737 Ohio. Nicholas Rellis purchased this home 
in 1920. The extra room was added in later 
years. 



825 Ohio. A simple cottage with part of the 
gable roof extended to form a porch over the 
front entrance. It was the home of Eunice 
Watson, a teacher, who later became the 
Primary Supervisor for the Fairfield Unified 
School District. 




824-826 Ohio. These buildings were moved 
down from Cement. 824 was the home of 
Antonio and Mary Juan who were local ranch¬ 
ers. 826 Ohio was the residence of Augie and 
Mary Carrion. Augie was a butcher for the 
Solano Grocery Company. 



828 Ohio. A 1930s bungalow that has been 
remodeled with a bay window and stone 
facade added to the front. It was the home of 
Henry and Ruth Carbonel. 



901 Ohio. During the 1920s and 1930s, the 
house movers were very busy. This 1920's 
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home was moved from Jackson to Missouri, 
then back to Jackson and finally to its present 
location. 



921 Ohio. This quaint bungalow's history is not 
well known. The architectural features were 
modernized during the 1930s with the addition 
of asbestos tile. 



940 Ohio. Built before 1920, this was the home 
of Willie and Lea Rodriquez. Willie was a bar¬ 
ber at Bill's Barber Shop during the 1940s. 



1220 Ohio. Clarence and Sadie Olson were the 
early inhabitants of this home built in the late 
1920s. Mr. Olson was a C.H.R officer. 



1240 Ohio. This home was built in 1921 and 
owned by William and Annie Rye. Mr. Rye was 
a conductor for the Southern Pacific Railroad. 



Court House Square. The four blocks seen 
here are the four city blocks offered to the 
Board of Supervisors by Robert Waterman in 
1858. In return for this land, a proposal by the 
legislators was to be placed on the ballot to 
move the county seat from Benicia to Fairfield. 
The voters approved the measure in September 
1858 and by 1860 the first buildings had been 
erected on Court House Square. 
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By October 1858 a brick building had been 
erected on the southwest corner of Taylor and 
Missouri as a temporary courthouse. The coun¬ 
ty clerk and treasurer occupied the building as 
soon as it was ready A wooden jail had also 
been added to the rear of the building. 



In the spring of 1860 both the new brick court¬ 
house and jail were completed and the county 
offices moved to their new quarters. This 
sketch is from the Thompson and West Atlas of 
1878, and shows the courthouse and jail with 
"Plants Hotel" to the left. Late in 1878 the hall 
of records, designed by George Bordwell, was 
erected 20 feet west of the courthouse. The two 
buildings were connected by an elevated corri¬ 
dor. In 1887 the buildings were joined together. 
Later, using the design of J.M. Curtis, the fronts 
of the buildings were remodeled so that they 
blended together. 



According to the Solano Republican of 24 
September 1909, the bond election for the new 
courthouse had been approved. Soon after that 
date W.A. Jones and E.C. Hemming went to 
work designing the new facility from plans 
submitted by Frank Steiger. The Thompson 
Starrett Company was hired as the contractor 
and the cornerstone was laid on the 6th of 
March 1911. By the 1st of November, some 
employees were moving into the new building. 
A section of the rear wall of the old building 
was removed and a wooden bridge was sus¬ 
pended between the two buildings to expedite 
the move. The old building stood so close in 
front of the new one that the granite steps 
could not be put in place until the old building 
had been removed. The Board of Supervisors 
met in the new courthouse for the first time on 
the 4th of December 1911. 


Please 
Do Not 
Trespass on 
Private Property, 
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On Friday, May 21, 1920, the Solano Republican 
reported that the monument had been brought 
up from San Francisco on Tuesday and was 
installed in front of the courthouse the same 
day The "Memorial Day Program" appeared 
on page one of the paper on Friday, May 28, 
1920 and indicated that "Winged Victory 
Monument" erected by the Board of 
Supervisors, would be unveiled at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, by Mrs. Val. Fleming, wife of 
Lieutenant J. Valentine Fleming A.E.F dec. 


The first Armijo Union High School was a 
wooden Queen Anne style building that stood 


For many years the Solano County Free Library 
had been located on the second floor of the 
Armijo High School building. Built in the 
Spanish Colonial style from plans by Coffman, 
Sahlberg and Stafford, its special features are 
the ornamental tile, pierced grilles and plaster 
relief work surrounding the entry. The new 
library was completed in 1931. With the com¬ 
pletion of the community center complex, the 
library moved into its present home on 
Kentucky Street. This building is now occupied 
by Solano County offices. 


on the south end of Court House Square. 
Constructed in 1893, it remained in use until 
the new school building was completed in 
1913. The new school was designed by architect 
Henry Smith in the neo-classical revival style to 
complement the courthouse. The school audi¬ 
torium was added to the north end in 1931 and 
then removed in 1970 when the school building 
was remodeled into the Hall of Justice. 
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The statue of Chief Solano was made by 
William Gordon Huff in a foundry in Oakland, 
California. It was completed on 15 February, 
1934 and unveiled on the 3rd of June, 1934 on a 
small knoll north of Highway 40. Due to the 
continued vandalism, it was moved to its pre¬ 
sent location in 1938 on the grounds of the 
County Library building. 



In 1931, the Scout House on Union Avenue was 
built. Mrs. Ruth Sheldon and Miss Jane Beck, 
Home Ec. teacher at Armijo, were the leaders of 
the project. Miss Beck left Armijo in 1931 to 
become the bride of the American Ambassador 


in Peiking, China. The project was made possi¬ 
ble by donations from the Fairfield, Suisun and 
Valley residents. Local citizens including Louis 
Hageman, W.R. Glusen, Fred Maves, Newt 
Bennett, Matt Knotty, Harry and Leonard 
Klingsell, Leo Mclnnis, Joe Serpas, and Ben 
Marianno, worked weekends and whenever 
possible to complete the project in record time. 
Truly a labor of love. 



At the Board of Supervisors meeting in 
February 1919, the plans and specifications for 
the new tank house to be erected in the court¬ 
house yard were approved as drawn up by 
County Engineer Frank Steiger. Bids were to be 
advertised and opened at the courthouse on the 
3rd of March at 11:00. Two bids were received 
and in March the contract was awarded to the 
low bidder, Olaf Olson of Dixon, who submit¬ 
ted a bid of $2,646.00. 
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This unusual parking structure was built in 
July of 1919. The light steel angled frame is can¬ 
tilevered out from central supports. The hip 
roof is corrugated metal set in overlapping 
strips. 



These iron hitching posts, presently situated 
along Texas Street, were used by visitors to the 
courthouse to tie up their horses. They were 
along both Empire and Texas Streets. 



Lincoln Highway signs were posted by the Boy 
Scouts beginning the 13th of September 1928. 
The Lincoln Highway had been rerouted and 
now came through Fairfield instead of through 
Stockton and into San Francisco on the other 
side of the river. The signs were supplied by the 
State Highway Commission. Fairfield scouts 
posted signs from "My Place" to Chadbourne 
Lane. Suisun scouts posted the signs from 
Chadbourne to the Benicia intersection at 
Cordelia. 



This large stone was the abutment over the 
entrance to the jail that was completed on July 
24,1908. 
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West Texas Street — Solano County Hospital. 
The plans for the old County Hospital were 
approved by the Board of Supervisors on the 
7th of December 1917, but due to the war, con¬ 
struction was delayed until December 1918. 
C.E. Perry of Vallejo designed the handsome 
style building with its white stucco walls and 
red-tiled roofs. It has a two story central pavil- 
lion and gabled wings. Completed in July 1920 
it replaced the old County Hospital that was 
located on the north side of Tabor Avenue. J.H. 
Hoyt, who had been the superintendent of the 
old facility, continued on at the new hospital 
until 1927. 


On September 8, 1927 the Solano Republican 
proudly announced that, "One acre of land has 
been purchased for the Valley Farm Center next 
to O'Neill's Service Station on Rockville Road." 
The farm center had been organized in April of 
1915, with Harry Mortensen as President. The 
Suisun Valley Farm Center was dedicated on 
the first Saturday in May of 1928 and soon 
became a meeting place for the citizens of the 
area. This section of Rockville Road has now 
become Boynton Street. 


997 Beck Avenue. This home was built in 
1915 for Hans Beck and family by Louis 
Hagemann. The exterior of the home remains 
the same except that siding has been added. It 
is now occupied by the Solano Ambulance Co. 


Union Avenue, Suisun - Fairfield Ceme¬ 
tery. The oldest cemetery in Fairfield, it was 
first used in the mid-1800s. Many of the graves 
are marked with fine old stone markers and 
contain the area's most important citizens. 
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Waterman House. Robert Waterman's first 
house stood a short distance to the east of this 
home. In 1850 Waterman purchased an interest 
in the Suisun Rancho with A. A. Ritchie. He laid 
out the townsite of the city of Fairfield and in 
1858 offered four square blocks of land to the 
county when Fairfield was selected as the 
county seat. The present owners have restored 
and renovated the property back to its original 
elegance. The old barn has also been restored 
and moved to a new location just north of the 
home on Ten Gate Road. 



2091 Dover Avenue. Now a private resi¬ 
dence, this wood frame building was originally 
the Dover School built in the 1880's. It was 
moved from its location on Dover Road at the 
edge of Paradise Valley by William Hawkins 
who was determined to save the school that 
poet Edwin Markham had attended. 



Cement. Operation of the Pacific Portland 
Cement Company began on Saturday. August 
the 9th, 1902. John McDonald started the 
machinery that brought the first bucket of lime 
rock to the crushers. At that time there were 40 
carpenters at work building housing for the 
workers. They built not only housing but a 
town with a two story school, very large hotel, 
stores, offices and a hospital. The cement plant 
consisted of the factory building, the rock 
crushers, loading tunnels and a two story 
power house. The finished product was hauled 
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to the main rail line at Tolenas by the ^'Cement, 
Tolenas and Tidewater Railroad" engine. With 
a dwindling supply of lime rock and a decline 
in quality of cement produced, the plant closed 
in 1929. Many of the structures were later 
moved to Vacaville, Suisun and Fairfield. From 
the 1869s through the 1890s this had been the 
site of the Solano Marble Quarry that produced 
award winning quality marble. 

Tolenas Springs. The Indians called this area 
"the land of the healing waters." Thomas 
Swan, in 1858 purchased the spring and built a 
small spa. Over the years the area was devel¬ 
oped into a fine resort. The bottled waters were 


sold throughout the state until 1905 when sales 
began to decline. There were four main springs: 
the Empire, White, Sulphur Seltzer and the 
Contress. Drs. Sheldon and Powell reported in 
the 1859 Hutchings California magazine that 
they believed the waters were possessed of 
remedial virtues. By 1865 the marble and onyx 
near the springs were being mined for use as 
mantels, vases, tabletops and ornamental 
clocks. The continued dynamite blasts in the 
Tolenas onyx quarries began to shift the flow of 
the springs. The old resort burned in 1924. 
During the 1960's the crushed onyx was used 
in garden, patios and on roofs. 
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SuisuN North/South Streets 




501 Main Street. William C. Hansen, 
Mortician, had this building constructed in 
1930 with the funeral parlor on the ground 
floor and living quarters for his family on the 
second floor. Mr. Hansen also served as the 
Mayor for the City of Suisun. 


427 Main Street. The Veterans' Memorial 
Building was constructed in 1927 and dedicat¬ 
ed on January 26, 1928 and has served the vet¬ 
erans ever since. There was a proposal to turn 
the building into a National Guard Armory at 
the beginning of WWII but the proposal was 
not carried out. 




411 Main Street. Built in 1915 with twin tow¬ 
ers divided by an arch, for Walter Peters 
Furniture Store. In the late 1930's and early 
1940's it was the Green Morris Furniture Store. 


177 Main Street. The 1906 fire destroyed the 
original depot which was located at the west 
end of Solano Street. Temporary offices were 
set up in a box car along the tracks while a new 
depot was being constructed at the old loca¬ 
tion. Pressure from the court house caused the 
depot to be moved to its present location and 
the name changed from "Suisun" to "Suisun- 
Fairfield" when it opened on the 27th of March 
1914. 
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609 Main Street. Constructed in 1906, this 
store front was remodeled in 1945. Thought to 
originally house Ennors Bakery, Ice Cream & 
Candy store. Candy was made daily at the rear 
of the store. It was later Yozo's Restaurant and 
currently houses Scoundrals Salon. 


607 Main Street. Cica 1876 this building was 
the home of the first locally based bank found¬ 
ed by R.D. Robbins who came to the valley in 
1860. During the 1940's the building was used 
as a print shop and at one time housed the 
Solano Republican, first newspaper in the local 
area. For years it served as a furniture repair 
shop in the front and residence in the back of 
Eva and Max Stets, a local contractor. It cur¬ 
rently houses the Suisun Coffee & Trading 
Company. 


601 Main Street. Built in 1927 on the site of 
Rummelsberg Dry Goods Store this structure 
was the home of the Bank of Suisun. Of 
Mediterranean style, the high arched windows 
are its most notable feature. It is currently a bal¬ 
let studio and Barboza's Jewelry Store. 


605 Main Street. At one time this was the 
Genoa Market operated by the Moretti family. 
Built in 1906 and remodeled in 1940 it current¬ 
ly houses Mullins' Restaurant and Pub. In 1927 
it was a department store that sported the first 
neon sign in the city of Suisun. 
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613 Main Street. This one story brick store¬ 
front building was constructed circa 1906 dur¬ 
ing the same era as its next door neighbor. It 
" was Arendt's Dry Goods, then Breyfogle's and 
ii later Etta Collins Dress Shop. 

ti 



623 Main Street. Built in 1888, the beautiful 
two story brick structure still serves as a 
Masonic Lodge Hall. The large stained glass 
windows on the second floor are an outstand¬ 
ing feature. The first floor storefront has 
housed everything from a pool hall to an auto 
parts store. It is currently '"Mary's Antique 
Shop." 



627 Main Street. Circa 1906, this building 
was originally Mayfield's Shoe Store and later 
Jim Murphy's Candy Store and Soda Fountain. 
During the 1920's Dr. Webster operated his 
dental office on the second floor. 



701 Main Street. A simple one story brick 
building that was constructed in the 1920's for 
the First National Bank. 
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707 Main Street. Constructed in 1906, this 
building served as Charlie Koch's Grocery and 
Butcher Shop. 



711 Main Street. Little is known about the 
history of this building except that it was origi¬ 
nally a two story masonry structure built in 
1906 as were many of its neighbors. 



713 Main Street. Another 1906 structure, this 
building housed John Greiser's Men's Clothing 
Store. Mr. Greiser lived in the back of the store 
in a balcony room (and was said to play the fid¬ 
dle and sing at night.) 



717 Main Street. The first "moving picture 
house" in Suisun was the "Novelty Theatre." 
There was also a small stage and the audience 
sat on benches. Currently, it is the home of 
Suisun Leather Masters. 
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801-807 Main Street. No certain date of con¬ 
struction can be placed on this building. 
Construction is thought to be as early as 1880, 
but certainly no later than 1910. The upstairs 
has housed the lOOF for many years and the 
|j store fronts downstairs have seen a variety of 
shops and stores over the years; among them, 
Joe Glikburg's Dry Goods & Grocery Store, 
Connelly's Mortuary, and the Solano County 
Library. In the 40's and 50's the bottom floors 
housed Wing's Grocery, owned by a descen¬ 
dant of Capt. Josiah Wing. 



815-819 Main Street. Constructed for Charlie 
Koch, the butcher, before the turn of the centu¬ 
ry, it was remodeled into apartments and dras¬ 
tically changed about 1905. Charlie's daughter, 
Mamie Koch, was the Suisun City Clerk for 
many years. 



The Lawler House. This early ranch house was 
built around 1856 and stood east of Suisun near 
the Denverton Road (Hwy. 12). In the late 1980's 
it was moved down Highway 12 and placed on 
a barge and brought by water to its present loca¬ 
tion where it was remodeled for offices. 



900 Main Street. Constructed as an Episcopal 
Church it was confirmed by the bishop in 1867. 
It was remodeled in the late 1890's and the 
shingle siding was added. The high pointed 
corner steeple with its bands of patterned shin¬ 
gles has long been an area landmark. For many 
years the home of Grace Episcopal Church, it 
now is The First Church of Christ, Scientist. 
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901 Main Street. This Victorian cottage with a 
simple gable roof and recessed corner porch 
was constructed about 1886. It is now used as 
the Christian Science Reading Room. 


907 Main Street. A Victorian cottage with 
shiplap siding, like its twin next door, it was 
built in 1886. For many years it was the home of 
Carl and Anna Engell. 


908 Main Street. Constructed in 1902, shortly 
after their marriage for Mr. and Mrs. Augustus 
Trainor. Later it became the home of Frank and 
Helen Trainor Wadleigh. 


1000 Main Street. This simple frame cottage 
with its small gabled entrance hood is reported 
to have been shipped around the horn in 1880. 
The George Roney family lived here as did Joe 
and Eleanor Hinkson. The additions to the side 
and rear were constructed in later years. 
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1001 Main Street. Constructed prior to 1900, 
the house had major additions. The round dou¬ 
ble door corner porch and sun room were 
added circa 1920. The Oliver family resided in 
the home during the 1930's; the Gonzales fam¬ 
ily owned it in the 1940's and the Manuel 
Castro family in the 1950's. It is presently 
owned by John and Susan Nero. 



1004 Main Street. The home of Victor Baciarini, 
who was the ''butter maker" for Bird's 
Creamery. It was built in 1905 with an angled 
front bay and half front porch. 



1005 Main Street. Remodeling and additions 
have completely changed this turn of the cen¬ 
tury house. At one time it was the home of 
Clements McGinty who was a S.RR.R. clerk. 



1008 Main Street. A simple cottage with 
shiplap siding and a full front porch. Built for 
Michael Moore, a harness maker, in 1900. Later 
owned by his daughter. Queen Moore, who at 
one time had been with the Ziegfield Follies. 
The home was later occupied by her sister 
Mable Armstrong. 



1009 Main Street. Typical of the bungalows 
built in the late 1920's with a half side porch, it 
was owned by George Moore who operated the 
showhouses in Fairfield and Suisun. 



1012 Main Street. This single family home was 
constructed about 1905. Mae Davis and family 
lived here in later years. 
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1013 Main Street. With a full gabled roof and a 
half shed porch roof this home was built after 
1900. It has undergone modifications and addi¬ 
tions since that time. At one time it was occu¬ 
pied by Lynch and Bernice Falkner and now 
houses Rundletts' Craft Shop. 



601 Suisun Street. Circa 1901 this house was the 
home of A. Arendt from 1910 to 1925. Later it 
was the residence of Anna Kyle, who served as 
music supervisor for all schools in Fairfield and 
organist for the Suisun Episcopal Church. The 
half front porch was enclosed in later years. 



607 Suisun Street. This VA story wood frame 
home with a raised basement was built in 1911 


for Dr. Bransford who was the only M.D. in 
Suisun for many years. His office was in the 
basement of the home. It is presently the resi¬ 
dence of Clifford Hemler. 



700 Suisun Street. Constructed prior to 1918, it 
was the home of the grandparents of Evelyn 
Woolner Lockie. Later it became the parsonage 
for the Congregational Church. 



701 Suisun Street. Bids for the new 
Congregational Church were opened July 19, 
1918 and the church was dedicated on 
February 23,1919. The original church building 
located on Morgan Street had been destroyed 
by fire. It is now the Suisun Fairfield 
Congregational Church United Church of 
Christ. The congregation has been a continuous 
worshipping body since 1877. 
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707 Suisun Street. The Dinkelspiel home for 
many years, it was built in 1905. Mr. 
Dinkelspiel was the first insurance representa¬ 
tive in Suisun City. Mrs. Dinkelspiel taught in 
the local schools. 



911 Suisun Street. Built prior to 1888 with a 
gabled roof and central entrance porch. 
Members of the Marquez family have resided 
here for many years. 



1010 School Street. A late 1920's square cot¬ 
tage, with an inset corner porch. This was the 
home of Mary Abell. 



1012 School Street. Constructed after 1900 on 
the simple "L” plan with the typical steeply 
pitched roof. It has the added features of a 
square bay window on the south and an angled 
bay on the west. 



West Street near R.R. Tracks. A one story wood 
frame house that was constructed ca. 1910 for 
the S.P.R.R. '"Road Master." It has a hip roof 
with overhanging eaves. 



701 West Street. Built from a railroad freight 
car with a wood frame and vertical siding. It 
has a low pitched roof and a box like form. 
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SuisuN EastAVest Streets 





306 Cordelia Road. This 1900 cottage with 
shiplap siding and a symmetrical hip roof that 
extends over the full front porch, was the home 
of the Howard Underwood family. Mr. 
Underwood was the yardmaster for the 
S.P.R.R. 


308 Cordelia Road. A Victorian cottage with 
decorative brackets and turned posts on its full 
porch was built about 1900. It was the home of 
the William Green family who had a variety 
store in Suisun. 


519 & 521 Cordelia Road. These two structures 
were originally built near Florida Street for the 
workers at the local cannery. After WWII they 
were moved to their present location. 


520 Cordelia Road. An early salt box with a full 
front porch and two types of shiplap siding. 
The first addition, at the rear, was of tip up con¬ 
struction using random width redwood planks. 
The Walter Larson family resided here for 
many years and the property is still owned by 
members of the family. 


301 Line Street. An L shaped home built prior 
to 1900 with a full side porch and corner 
entrance. It was the residence of Cecil Futrell, a 
local carpenter. 










































315 Line Street. This building was constructed 
in 1880 and served as the Catholic Church 
Rectory until the 1950's when the church next 
door was destroyed by fire. Soon after the fire, 
the present enclosure on the second floor was 
added. It is presently used as rental units. 



400 Line Street. The front dormer sets this 
Victorian apart from its twin next door. 
Constructed in the 1880's with a square bay and 
half front porch. It was owned by Eva Wilson 
from 1919 to 1963. The present owners, Robert 
and Marcia Pouget have beautifully restored 
and enhanced the home. 



401 Line Street. One of the fine stucco homes in 
the Normandy style that was constructed in the 
late 1920's. It was the home of the Arnold 
Maupins who operated the flower shop in 
Suisun. 



404 Line Street. Like its counterpart at 400 
Line, this Victorian cottage was constructed 
circa 1880. At one time it was the residence of 
Judges Ernest and Georgia Crowley. The cur¬ 
rent owner, Ellen McCord, has spent many 
hours in its restoration. 



420 Line Street. Constructed in 1872 with 
tongue and groove siding, this Colonial 
Revival residence originally had its entrance on 
Main Street. Remodeled in 1925, the entrance 
was moved to Line Street. John Krause was the 
original owner and later it was the residence of 
the McGann family. During WWII the Veterans 
Welfare Board occupied part of the lower floor. 
It is presently owned by Velma Sharp Hindman 
who operated her antique shop here. 
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500 Line Street. John Bird settled in Solano 
County in 1865. He began a shipping business 
at what is now known as Bird's Landing. 
Sometime between 1865-1875 he moved to 
Suisun City, bought the Whitley Creamery and 
constructed his home at 500 Line Street. Its pre¬ 
sent owners, Billy and Donna Williams, have 
beautifully restored and refurbished the house. 



504 Line Street. The tall angled bay windows 
and the flat hood over the front entrance add a 
touch of elegance to the box style home that 
was constructed in the 1870's. In the 1930's this 
was the home of the Bryant family. 



508 Line Street. Constructed in 1900 by Cornelius 
Wallace, this VA story home with a steeply pitched 


roof has undergone a number of alterations. It is 
now the residence of the Bledsoe family. 



509 Line Street. This residence originally owned ' 
in the 1930's by John and Christina Wolfskill is | 
now the home of Suisun City Councilman John j 
Rundlett and his wife, Linda and family. 



511 Line Street. Thomas G. Whitby was the 
builder of this cottage in about 1866. It has been 
completely restored by the Anderson family 
who have owned it since the early 1930's. 



512 Line Street. This shingled cottage with an 
extended roof over the front porch that is sup¬ 
ported by square columns was built in the late 
1920's. It was the home of Police officer 
Orlando Burdick. 
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519 Line Street. Built in the early 1930's by Max 
Stets for Veterinarian Dr. Bergh. The home is 
currently owned by Pat Reublin. 



200-210 Morgan Street. Both 200 and 210 are 
craftsman style bungalows and were built in 
1925 for Mrs. Rutherford. Isabel Dowdell lived 
in 200 for many years. The front facade of 200 
has been altered in recent years. 



218 Morgan Street. A circa 1865 home that was 
built in a carpenter's version of the Gothic 
Revival style. The simple box construction is 
enhanced by the vertical proportioned roof, 
windows and central porch. Home of John 
Ghiorzo who was a gardener at the County 
Court House. 



220 Morgan Street. This home is a smaller ver¬ 
sion of 218 Morgan and of the same vintage. 
The square bay window and flat topped porch 
were later additions. May De La Rosa resided 
here. 



224 Morgan Street. Constructed after the turn 
of the century in the Colonial Revival style with 
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a cross-gambrel roof. The classical columns 
appear to support the roof over the full 
enclosed porch. At one time this was the home 
of Clare McFall who was the Mayor of Suisun. 


300 and 304 Morgan Street. Both homes were 
constructed in the 1920's. The angled bay win¬ 
dows set these apart from the others of that 
period. 300 was the home of Carl and Mable 
Hall. Mr. Hall worked for Sheldon Oil Co. 


307 Morgan Street. A two story. Delta type late 
Victorian home that was built prior to 1900. 
George Nelson, who was a blacksmith in 
Suisun, was an early owner. 


301 Morgan Street. Built in 1869 by George 
Thomas Whitley for his family, the home was 
purchased in 1912 by State Senator B.F. Rush. 
Mr. Rush was also a member of the Crystal 
School District Governing Board and meetings 
were held in this house. Presently owned by 
Wayne and Jane Day. Mrs. Day is a Suisun City 
Council member. 
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311 Morgan Street. The east and north dormer 
windows and the deep set half porch are the dis¬ 
tinctive features of this home belonging to W. 
Griffiths. J.W. DoUiver was the Architect and the 
home was completed on the 19th of October 1900. 



400 Morgan Street. Constructed in 1880, this 
home is one of the finest examples of Victorian 
Gothic style in our area. The steep pitched gable 
roof and cross gabled porch roof seem to add 
height to the structure. 400 and 406 were built by 
Charles Mayfield for his daughters. The Garben 
family lived here at one time. It is currently 
owned by Ruth Kaiser and is operated as a Bed 
and Breakfast Inn. 




406 Morgan Street. It has its own special fea¬ 
tures, the square bay window and shed roof 
over the porch projects a more delicate narrow 
look to the facade. Present owner is Christina 
Van Dyke who has restored and returned it to a 
single family residence. 



401 Morgan Street. Constructed after May of 
1900 with a cross-gambrel roof and full porch 
that adds to its size. James Brownlee resided 
here in the 1920's while he served as principal 
at Armijo High School. 
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405 Morgan Street. This house was built just 
prior to 1900. Records show that it was sold in 
1902 for a $10.00 gold piece. Bertha Schmidt, a 
Suisun City Postmistress, lived here with her 
cousin, Catherine Aherne, for many years. 



501 Morgan Street. The large Delta style home 
facing the Plaza was built in 1885 and was the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. James Trainor. Mr. 
Trainor was a local carriage maker. In later 
years the home was maintained as apartments. 



507 Morgan Street. This large square box style 
home with a symmetrical roof and projecting 
front porch was built after 1900. 







511 Morgan Street. The very fine scroll work 
on the front gable along with the spindles set in 
the porch brackets are examples of the crafts¬ 
manship of the time. Built prior to 1890, this 
was the home of Mrs. Catherine Higgins. 



515 Morgan Street. As early as 1888 this lot was 
the site of the Suisun Fire House. The Suisun 
Justice Court was located on the second floor of 
the original building. 
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200-202-204 California Street. John Connelly 
began construction on these cottages on the 17th 
of August 1900. This became a very popular 
plan and was used in both Suisun City and 
Fairfield. Mr. Ralph Cole, who was a boat 
builder, and his wife, Jeanette, lived in #200. 
#204 was at one time the home for John Downey 
and wife, Anna. Mr. Downey worked for 
S.P.R.R. 



212 California Street. The steeply pitched roof 
over the main house as well as the front porch 
add height to this circa 1900 home. Will and 
Mona Chrisler lived here for many years. Mr. 
Chrisler was a drayman and had a very large 
barn behind the house for his horses. 



211 and 215 California Street. Crafstman bun¬ 
galows that were built for Mrs. Rutherford in 
1925, as were the two on Morgan Street. Moses 
Sherman, an Armijo High School teacher lived 
in 211 and Maurice and Donna Epps occupied 
215. 



219 California Street. A gable roofed home 
with a full front porch and clapboard siding 
that was built circa 1860. Shortly after the turn 
of the century the Staples family lived here. 
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227 California Street. The octagonal tower 
over the angled bay on the corner along with 
the spindles in the screen and railing of the 
porch all add a touch of elegance to this 1895 
home. The Morrison and the Emmington fami¬ 
lies lived here. 



300 California Street. This very impressive 2^ 
story residence with its round corner tower 
was built in 1903 for Mrs. S.M. Church. The 
curved front porch and square bays on the 
sides add a delicate touch. ''Contractor John I. 
Watts of Vacaville was the builder of this ele¬ 
gant home and the plans were drawn by 
Architect J.H. Laughlin of Oakland." Solano 
Republican Nov. 6,1903. This was also the home 
of the Buzzini Family. 



304 California Street. Alterations have changed 
the character of this 1900 two story home with 
its cross-gabled and pent roof. It was built for 
Wilbur Goodman, whose son Burt Goodman, 
was the attorney for the City of Fairfield. 


308 California Street. The low pitched roof 
with its overhanging eaves and carved brackets 
give this home the appearance of a European 
chalet. Built in 1915, this two story residence 
introduced a new style of archtecture to Solano 
County. For many years this was the home of 
K.I. Jones, a well known Solano attorney. 


400 California Street. On October 12, 1910, the 
Solano Republican announced that the new 
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Armijo Club was to be erected. Many local 
events were held here including dances, fund 
raisers. Council and general public meetings. 
Later it housed the Fire Department, Police and 
City Water Departments. 



408 California Street. A two story Delta style 
home that was built in 1900 by Pete Finney who 
owned a saloon on Main Street. The twin two 
story, square bays, with the recessed porch are 
an unusual feature of this home. 



407 California Street. Somehow this 1865 sim¬ 
ple L-plan house missed the destruction of the 
1888 fire. A steep pitched roof and angled bay 
windows in the front, along with the shed roof 
over the half porch, add to its simplistic form. 



200 Solano Street. Built in 1905 as a two family 
residence, this two story building with angled 
corner windows on the upper story has a 
recessed porch and angled bay window on the 
lower story. The Chapman family occupied the 
upper flat and the Gamble family lived in the 
lower flat. Mr. Gamble was at one time the 
Mayor of Suisun. 



204-206 Solano Street. A twin to 200 that was 
the home of the Sherburne family. 



210 Solano Street. AVA story Craftsman bun¬ 
galow constructed by Ed Newman in 1905. In 


59 































later years it was the home of Raymond and 
Phoebe Hunter. Mr. Hunter was the manager of 
J.C. Penney Co. in Fairfield. 



214 Solano Street. A lot of fine restoration has 
been done on this two-story home with its 
curved corner toweer topped with a "witch's 
cap." It was the home of Earl and Claudia 
Dierking. Mr. Dierking was a deputy sheriff for 
Solano County. 



216 Solano Street. A two story, single family res¬ 
idence with a recessed front porch and angle 
corner window on the ground floor. The home 
was most possibly built by Frank Butterfield in 
1905. Members of this family continue to live in 
this home. 



220 Solano Street. During the early 1860's 
Capt. Andres Anderson built a home on this 
site. After a fire in the 1900's, his granddaugh¬ 
ter Eva Polland removed the full front porch 
and remodeled the house. 



201 Solano Street. Another of the cottages that 
was built by Connelly between 1900-1920; the 
hip roof with bracket front eaves and half 
recessed corner porch are all typical features of 
the "Connelly cottage." 


Please Do Not 
Trespass On 
Private Property. 
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221 Solano Street. Built prior to 1888, this two 
story home has a steeply pitched, gabled roof 
that is decorated at the eaves with finely carved 
barge board. The full front porch with a simple 
shed roof add to the Gothic Revival style of the 
house. It was long the home of the Harlan and 
McCarron families. 


308 Solano Street. A one story wood frame 
bungalow with stucco siding, it was construct¬ 
ed about 1905. The arched porch and gable 
front bay are the special features of this home. 
It was occupied by the Cooper family. 


301 Solano Street. Constructed about 1880, 
this simple L-plan, two story home with a 
gabled roof, was home to Rev. and Mrs. 
Washburn in the early 1900's. Later it was 
home to the Hepner family and is currently 
owned by Rose Silva. 


205 Solano Street. Constructed before 1900, 
with a steeply pitched gabled roof that is 
sheathed in fish scale shingle. The angled bay 
windows on both levels are highlighted by the 
curving porch that extends from the front to the 
west side. Suisun Chief of Police, Clement 
Tillman, and his family resided here. The pre¬ 
sent owners have taken a lot of care and hard 
work in restoring this beautiful home. 
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208 Sacramento Street. A late Victorian cottage 
that was constructed after the fire of 1906. Its 
unique features are its hip roof and recessed 
half porch with classical columns. It was the 
home of Dan and Marjorie Root. 


309 Solano Street. A one story wood frame 
home with a raised basement, the home was 
constructed about 1885 in the Delta Style. It 
was the residence of Dr. Bransford and family 
before they built their home on Suisun Street. 
The residence was later owned by the Mackie 
family. 


207-209 Sacramento Street. A 1910 square box 
style, two story structure with a symmetrical 
roof. Originally a one family home it has been 
divided into apartments. Owned at one time, 
by Suisun Mayor Harry Gamble. 


200-204 Sacramento Street. These twin cot¬ 
tages were constructed by Connelly in 
February, 1921. They are unique to Connelly 
homes with their cross-gabled roof and hip roof 
over enclosed porch. 


212 Sacramento Street. Built after the fire of 
1906, as the home of Anna Paul Frazier and her 





















































mother. At one time they operated a bakery in 
the front part of the building. 



215 Sacramento Street. This home was built 
after the fire of 1906. It has a cross-gambreled 
roof, an angled bay, and an enclosed sun porch. 



216 Sacramento Street. Like its neighbors, this 
cottage was also built after the great fire of 
1906. It was the home of the Oliver family. 
Robert L. Oliver was Constable for many years. 



225 Sacramento Street. The gabled pavillion 
and plaster relief around the doors are just two 
of the outstanding features of the structure. 


This lovely building is the home of the 
Wednesday Club. It was accepted by the Board 
of Directors on the 24th of February, 1926. 



301 Sacramento Street. In 1915, this two story 
wood frame structure was built for Lottie 
Tillman. At one time. Dr. and Mrs. Webster 
lived in the top flat and the Frederick Masons 
occupied the lower flat. 



306 Sacramento Street. A hip roof with a 
gabled wing and square front bay set this 1906 
home apart from its neighbor that was built at 
the same time. The present wing and porch 
were extended in later years. 



310 Sacramento Street. One of four cottages 
built for Mrs. Grace Losh after 1906; this one has 
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a hip roof with a gabled wing and a full porch on 
the wing that is protected by the shed style roof. 



401-406 Sacramento Street. In October of 1932, 
Louis Hagemann began work on these two 


1 

t 

homes for Louis Dreith. Some of the lumber ' 
came from the Stewart Packing Shed that was 
being demolished. 



407 Sacramento Street. The bracketed eaves of 
the hip roof along with the gabled square bays 
and the elaborate bargeboards over the bays 
are good examples of the craftsmanship of the 
builder of the late 1880's. This was the home 
and office of Dr. A.G. Finan for a number of 
years. 
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A - Old Green Valley School 
B - Thompson's Corner 
C - Cordelia Fire House 
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D - Site of Moile's Hotel 
E - Site of Pittman's Hotel 






























3577 Ritchie Road. The home of the Studer 
Family, this 1890's structure with a steep 
pitched roof was also the home of the Adams 
Family in later years. 


3589 Ritchie Road. Mrs. Ella Force lived here 
when she was teaching at the old Green Valley 
School across the road. She continued her 
career at the new Green Valley School. Before 
the turn of the century this was the home of the 
Herbison Family. 



Old Green Valley School House. Built in the 
late 1850's with a steep pitched roof and two 
sets of stairs leading up to the two front doors. 
The girls entered on one side and the boys on 
the other. The bell tower and the overhanging 
roof were added many years later. 



3599 Ritchie Road. Some parts of this home 
pre-date 1890. It was built using walls from two 
older houses and part of the old Methodist 
Church that was on this site. The interior walls 
are of tip-up construction and have no studs in 
them. For years it was the home of the Wallberg 
Family and is now occupied by the Ellsworth 
Eamily. 



3603 Ritchie Road. A 1915 cottage with a 
symetrical hip roof and an enclosed sun porch. 
It was the home of Sam and Freda Schumacher. 



3620 Central Way. This two story simple box 
style home was built for John Mayhood about 
1880. The one story side wing was a later addi¬ 
tion. For a number of years it was occupied by 
Percy Nietzel, a grandson of Mayhood, and his 
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wife, Wilmere. Recently the home was moved 
from its original location near Quarry Hill to 
its present location on Central Way. The wrap 
around porch was added after the move. 


dormers. The angled corner windows and cor¬ 
nices along with the elaborate porch screen all 
reflect the pride of the craftsmanship of the 
builder. 



2092 Bridgeport Avenue. A simple square 
1920's style home with a hip roof. For many 
years the German Lutheran Church stood to 
the east of this home. 



2100 Bridgeport Avenue. This cottage with a 
quarter shed roof over the front porch was 
moved in from a duck club after the Lutheran 
Church was moved to Fairfield in 1946. 



2104 Bridgeport Avenue. Built in 1890 by Mr. 
Saha, who made his living as a handyman. A 
late Victorian cottage with hip roof and gabled 



2110 Bridgeport Avenue. A late Victorian cot¬ 
tage with front and side dormers and a wrap 
around porch with turned columns. It was built 
for Harvey Elliot in 1895. Mr. Elliot operated a 
winery near Cordelia. 



2116 Bridgeport Avenue. There are many 
outstanding features of this home that was 
built in 1916 for John Dunker. The octagonal 
steeple roof over the angled bays on both the 
upper and lower floors. Also the wide sweep of 
the wrap around porch that has a small upper 
deck with lattice railings. The Dunker Brothers 
Meat Market stood on the north side of the rail¬ 
road tracks. In the summer time, the market's 
wagon delivered meat to the ranches in the 
Green Valley and Suisun Valley areas. 
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the residence of the Shinkle family. Mr. Shinkle 
was a meat cutter at the butcher shop. 



2131 Bridgeport Avenue. A simple ''ranch 
style" two story home that was constructed by 
Neil Magnus in 1900. The shed style porch roof 
on the front and side was a later addition. 



2138 Bridgeport Avenue. A late Victorian 
home with a half porch and angled bay win¬ 
dows that was built for Henry Dunker in 1897. 
Henry Dunker owned the hardware store and 
blacksmith shop that stood on the south side of 
the railroad tracks where Bridgeport Ave. 
crosses the tracks. 



2146 Bridgeport Avenue. The twin project¬ 
ing gabled bays with the center inset entrance 
add an elegant touch to this 1895 home. It was 



2150 Bridgeport Avenue. A simple cottage 
with a shed roof over the front porch. Built 
about 1900, it was the home of the 
McNaughton family. Mrs. McNaughton was 
the sister of William Moiles who owned the 
hotel on the corner to the east. 



On the corner of Bridgeport and Red Rock 
Road. This was the site of the Moiles Hotel. 
There were three hotels in Cordelia at the turn 
of the century partly due to the large work 
force at the rock quarry. The "cooler" for the 
hotel still stands at the back of the lot. The date 
1897 is carved over the door. 
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2151 Bridgeport Avenue. This simple salt box 
style home was owned by the Dunker family at 
one time. Built about 1880 it stood on the south 
side of the tracks near the depot. At one time it 
was the post office and Frances Sanders was the 
Postmistress. Later moved to its present loca¬ 
tion and several additions have been made to 
the structure. 



2178 Bridgeport Avenue. A simple, square 
raised box style home. The original redwood 
ship lap siding has been covered with asbestos 
shingles. All three of the porches are inset. 
While the front porch is open, the side sun 
porch and the back porch, are enclosed. All of 
the walls and ceilings of the interior are covered 
with tongue and groove lumber. Built in 1903 
by Bill Goosen, the Guyan family have owned 


the property since the 1930's. The large barn to 
the rear of the property was built by the Guyan 
family in 1930 and has a full timbered floor. 

South end of Red Rock Road. A fine exam¬ 
ple of a turn of the century ranch house com¬ 
plex. The out buildings include a large barn 
and a completely covered tank house. 



East side of Bridgeport Avenue and the rail¬ 
road tracks. This old barn was the livery sta¬ 
ble for the ''Hall Hotel" that stood just south of 
the tracks. The two palm trees were in front of 
the hotel. Built in 1890 the barn has a full loft 
and had a false front with the name "Green 
Valley Stables" painted on it. 



North Side of Cordelia Road. This was the 
slaughter house for the Dunker brothers in the 
early 1900's. Later it became a bar and a dance 
hall. Many additions have been made to the 
building, especially after the fire of 1939. 


69 






























Thompson's Corner. Built by Henry Studer 
in 1902 to house his store and saloon. The 
upstairs was used as a community hall for 
many years. In the early 1900's this was a very 
popular location and the newspapers of the 
time show that many community events were 
held here. 


Cordelia Road west of Thompson's Cor¬ 
ner. Site of the Hyatt family home. Mr. Hyatt 
had built his home prior to 1890. The remaining 
structure was used by the farm hands. 


2117 Cordelia Road. Another of a row of 
small salt box homes that were built using tip 
up construction. This was the home of the Otto 
Glashoff family and built prior to 1900. 


2105 Cordelia Road. The Peter Siebe home 
that was built prior to 1900 is a salt box with 
medium gable roof that extends over a full front 
porch. The dormers were added in later years. 


2101 Cordelia Road. This pre-1890 home was 
built by the Loeser family. Another salt box 
style with an added shed roof over the center 


Cordelia and Ritchie Road. "The Street 
Lights." These 1900 lights with their scrolled 
metal brackets and fluted shades add to the 
turn of the century feeling of the town. 
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2097 Cordelia Road. Constructed by Schmidt 
soon after the Loeser house was completed. It is 
also tip up construction and has a small shed 
style roof over the center porch. 






fc!U!E!i!l!l? a 


2091 Cordelia Road. This was built by the 
Dunker family about 1900. It is a cube style 
house with full covered front porch and gabled 
roof. Chris Dunker lived here when he owned 
the dance hall and bar down at the slaughter 
house. 



334 Pittman Road. A simple box style home 
with a hip roof and full shed roof over the front 


porch. Built sometime after 1910 there have 
been several additions in later years. It was the 
home of the Bruzonni family who operated a 
small truck farm here. Also the home of Bertha 
Schmidt and her mother for many years. 

Northeast corner of Pittman and Cordelia 
Roads. Site of Pittman's "Bridgeport Hotel." 
Built in 1862, it soon became an important stop 
for travelers. Cutler's Stage that ran between 
Benicia and Suisun stopped here daily. After 
Pittman's death in 1864 his widow, Louisa May 
Pittman, continued to operate the business for 
many years. 



Quarry Hill. Known as Nelson or 
Thomasson's Quarry, it was owned and operat¬ 
ed for many years as the E.B. Stone and Co. 
Cobblestones for the streets of San Francisco 
were quarried here and shipped by barge down 
the Cordelia Slough and across the bay. Later, 
with the advent of the railroad, the crushed 
rock was taken to other locations. In the early 
1900's crushed rock from the quarry was used 
on the local roads. 
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P.G.&E. Substation. The Cordelia substation 
of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company is said 
to have been the largest electrical distribution 
station in the world, at the time of its construc¬ 
tion in 1915. 



The S.P. Railroad Tunnel. Built in the late 1860's 
for the California Pacific Railroad Co. when they 
constructed the line from Suisun to Vallejo. Later 
the line was extended from the Napa Wye over 
to Sonoma. This arched tunnel, through solid 
rock, is the only tunnel in Solano County. 



MRS. C.J. FITTMANBRIDGPORT, solano co .cal. 
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The Valley: 


Green Valley Road, Suisun Valley Road, Rockville Road, Abernathy Road, 
Manka's Comer Road, Gordon Valley Road, Clayton Road 



I 
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Green Valley Road 



The Ramsey/Nightingale House. The res¬ 
toration of Charles Ramsey's 1860 home is a 
fine example of what can be accomplished with 
hard work and dedication. An imposing, three 
story structure built of volcanic tufa that was 
quarried in the local hills. The wide porch and 
veranda gave Mr. Ramsey a view of all who 
passed his home on the road from Suisun to 
Napa. The barn and other outbuildings were 
also constructed in 1860 except the foreman's 
home which was built in 1916. 



The Stilts House. As early as 1838, Vallejo's 
Vaqueros had built a small "rubble" style 
adobe for their use. In January of 1849, John 
Stilts purchased from M.G. Vallejo, land in the 
upper end of Green Hollow not to exceed 640 
acres. Using lumber that had been shipped 
around the horn. Stilts began to enclose the 
adobe and construct a larger home. William 
Pierce completed the present structure in 1890. 
It later became the residence of the Frederick S. 
Jones Family. 


Mason Lane. George Washington Mason, on 
the 18th of October 1870, purchased 650 acres 
of land in Green Valley. On the western side of 
the property, he built his home and began a 
dairy. A small quarried stone building was 
erected as a cooler for the milk, cream, butter 
and cheese. The home was destroyed by fire in 
1900 and the stone building remains in use 
today as an office. Descendants of George 
Mason still occupy "the home ranch." 



Green Valley Country Club. Granville P. 
Swift purchased the house and property, from 
James Harbin in 1864. He deeded it in 1868, to 
his sister Mary Jones, the wife of Frederick S. 
Jones. F.S. Jones Sr. expanded the vineyard and 
at one time they produced 30,000 gallons of 
wine and there were 16 casks in the wine cellar. 
F.S. Jones Jr. also expanded the holdings and 
developed it into the world's largest cherry 
orchard. The house was remodeled in 1920 and 
the front and side porches were added. Further 
renovation took place in 1949 when the proper¬ 
ty became the Green Valley Country Club. 


Squatters vs Landowners 

The conflict between the land owners and 
the squatters reached a high point in the 1860's 
when the U.S. Land Office declared Vallejo's 
claim to the Suscol Grant invalid. Immediately, 
the squatters poured onto the Suscol and that 
resulted in law suits, injunctions and shootings. 
It became especially tense in the Green Valley 
area. The news of Lincoln's assassination was 
received in California on the 16th of April 1865. 
That afternoon a dispatch was sent to the 
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Benicia Barracks, that the Southerners of Green 
Valley were having a "Jollification" at Perry 
Durbin's home over the glorious news. 
Immediately, Lt. Col. A.E. Hooker, with a 
detachment of 21 native California Calvary 
departed for Green Valley. No demand was 
made of Ramsey to surrender in the name of 
the United States and two of the troops were 
wounded when they broke down the front 
door. Ramsey had thought that it was a mob of 
squatters attacking his home. Arrested that 
night were Ramsey, Stilts, Durbin (Derbin), 
Harbin, James, LaMoree and the teenage sons 
of Ramsey, James and Durbin. All were taken to 
the Benicia Barracks and held to await a court 
martial. No visitors were allowed and even a 
lawyer who had obtained a pass from Gen. 
McDowell was turned back. The trial began in 
mid-June and Hooker testified that the two 
wounded calvarymen and their companions 
had departed the barracks a month before. 
After 140 pages of evidence and three days of 
examination by the prosecution and only one 
by the defense, a telegraphic dispatch from 
Gen. McDowell was received ordering that all 
the prisoners be turned over to Judge Hoffman, 
U.S. District Judge. Ten minutes after the civil 
authorities had control of them, they were dis¬ 
charged on taking an oath of allegiance. Henry 
Neil testified that the news of the confirmation 
of the Suscol lands by the U.S. Land Office had 
been received the same day as was the news of 
the assassination. Thus ended the battle over 
the Green Valley lands. 



destroyed the interior and the upper floor was 
removed when the structure was rebuilt. In 
1900 the building became the fruit packing 
shed for the Louis Oberti Ranch. 


Mangold/Oberti. During the Alaska Gold 
Rush of 1896-1898, gold was reported to have 
been found on the Joseph Oberti Ranch. In 
March of 1897, Chris Mangold and George 
Ashley began prospecting in the hills at the 
upper end of Green Valley. When they found an 
area that looked worthwhile they purchased 16 
acres from Oberti. Then Oberti began to sink a 
large tunnel on his property. Both Oberti and 
Mangold found traces of gold, but never 
enough to continue the operation. Mangold 
turned most of his property into a cherry 
orchard and later built a home there. 


Votypka Winery. The first grapes in Green 
Valley were planted by John Votypka in 1858. 
He began to produce wine in 1868 and soon his 
"Bella Vista" label became known nationwide 
for its quality. Regular shipments of Bella Vista 
Brandy were made to Wise, and Germany. Part 
of the two story stone winery still remains on 
the "Kolbert Ranch." 


Please 


Do Not Trespass 


ON 


Private Property. 


Dingleys Mill. George Dingleys three story 
flour mill was built in 1859. A fire, in 1867 
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Green Valley Falls. In the 1800's family out¬ 
ings were held at the Falls. Then in 1898, the 
system was developed to supply water to the 
City of Vallejo. Today with the addition of 
Lakes Frey and Madigan, the system has been 
expanded. The Falls are a very fragile and sen¬ 
sitive area and must be protected and pre¬ 
served. 


SuisuN Valley Road 

Built in 1925 the Neitzel house stands in the 
center of the orchards just south of the Solano 
Community College. Constructed in the 
Mediterranean style with red tile roof and 
white stucco walls, it has gabled wings with 
arched windows that flank the central patio. 
This was the home of Percy and Wilmere 
Neitzel. 


Suisun Valley Road. Although the main 
house has been removed there are still a num¬ 
ber of outbuildings remaining of the "Solano 
Winery" or Mangels Winery. The first structure 
on this site was possibly an adobe that was used 
as a stage stop when the Suisun-Napa Road 
crossed along the south side of the property. 
Lewis Mangels started his winery here in 1896. 


Suisun Valley Road. Giovanni Canevascini 
purchased the property prior to 1878 but did 
not build until 1880. Later the property was 
split and Peter Canevascini built his home on 
the southern section in 1896. Both structures 
have been remodeled and most of the original 
stone foundations have been replaced. The 
Penovi family purchased the northern section 
and it became known as the Penovi Winery. 


Suisun Valley Road. The Samuel Martin 
house was built in 1861 using stone cut from 
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local quarries. It was remodeled in 1926-1929 
under the direction of Julia Morgan and the 
enclosed porch was added at that time. This is 
an excellent example of the Gothic Revival 
style with its steep pitched roof, projecting 
eaves and deep set window sill. 



Adjacent to the Martin house is the Martin- 
Suisun Historic Park that contains vestiges of 
an ancient spring that attracted the Suisun 
Indians to this site. A rock with pecked cup 
shapes and an extensive bedrock motor com¬ 
plex are evidence of their occupancy. 


Indian burial grounds and ceremonial sites 
throughout the Green Valley-Suisun Valley 
area have been destroyed by pot hunters, 
development and vandals. However, there are 
a number of sites that have been identified by 
archaelologists that so far have not been dis¬ 
turbed. 



This two story farm house with a gabled roof 
and full front porch was built for John Henry 
James in 1882. In 1912 the property was owned 
by John and Mary Bauman. Mrs. Bauman 
began her teaching career at Gomer School and 
came to Rockville School in 1910 where she 
taught for many years. 



The first Rockville school stood on the north¬ 
east corner of Rockville and Suisun Valley 
Roads. The new school was built in 1881 and 
was described by Calvin Webster, school super¬ 
intendent as a fine two story building with a 
community hall on the second floor and a fine 
school on the ground floor. The second floor 
was removed prior to 1910. The second class¬ 
room at the rear was added in 1921 with Mrs. 
Ruth Sheldon as teacher. The building is now 
the property of the Suisun Nisei Club and is 
used as a meeting hall. 
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Built in 1854 it was used as a church and for 
weddings until the church itself was finished. 
Part of the parsonage was of tip-up construc¬ 
tion and the side and floorboards were full one- 
inch rouch sawn redwood of widths from 8 to 
18 inches. The entrance was on the north side 
and now moved to the front when the porch 
was enclosed. The front angled bay and the 
crossed gabled roof give indications of the orig¬ 
inal structure. The Tufa Rock foundation has 
been replaced with cement. At the turn of the 
century this was the Dahlstrom Nursery and 
descendants still occupy the property. 



Rockville Stone Chapel, Suisun Valley Road. 
Designated as State Historical Monument No. 
779, the stone chapel was constructed by Joel 
Price and George Whitley, local stone masons 
in 1856. The stones were quarried from the hills 
off of Rockville Road. The first religious ser¬ 
vices in the area were held at "Clayton's Grove" 
near Manka's Corner. When the decision was 
made to build a church, Tandy Alford offered 5 
acres of land for a church and cemetery. In 1863 
the members split into two factions over the 


slavery issue. The Southerns placed a plaque 
over the entrance which read "Methodist 
Episcopal Church South." The Northerns left 
and started their own church in Fairfield. In 
1940 W.P.A. workers began the restoration of 
the chapel. 



Rockville Cemetery - Suisun Valley Road. 

The cemetery began in 1851 with the death of 
Sarah Alford, daughter of Tandy Alford. The 
tombstones reflect the ethnic diversity of the 
area and tell of the constant changing of cul¬ 
tures. In 1927 the main entrance was construct¬ 
ed by E. Brown of Napa. Many of the family 
plots are bordered by quarried stone borders or 
ornate iron fences. In later years some cement 
borders were used. The entire complex is well 
maintained. 



Rockville Cemetery. Sarah Alford had 
crossed the plain in 1846 with her family and 
had lived a short time in Sonoma. The family 
moved to Suisun Valley in 1850. 
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Granville Swift arrived in California in 1844 
and was a member of the Bear Flag Party at 
Sonoma in 1846. He moved to Solano County 
in 1868 and settled in Green Valley. 



Baldwin Ranch - Suisun Valley Road. The 
only large stone barn known to have been con¬ 
structed in the Suisun Valley. Like the resi¬ 
dences, this was built of finely cut stone quar¬ 


ried locally. There are three arches on the front 
of the building while on the sides there are dia¬ 
mond shaped windows cut into the rough 
stone. John Baldwin came to Green Valley 
Township in 1864 and purchased his ranch and 
the barn was built soon afterward. 



Suisun Valley Road Bridge (Hatch Bridge). 
A.T. Hatch owned property on both sides of 
Suisun Valley Road at this location. Mr. Hatch 
was involved with the first use of refrigerated 
cars to ship fruit to the eastern market. 
Constructed in 1909, this was a typical Steiger 1 
designed bridge. F.A. Steiger was the county 
engineer and responsible for many of the rein¬ 
forced concrete bridges with the high arched 
span and rounded corner posts. 


East of Suisun Valley Road and south of the 
Suisun Creek was the community known as 
Suisun Valley China Town or "Bigcamp." It was 
a large community that consisted of several 
small houses, a number of bunk houses for the 
single men, a store and temple, a laundry 
building, fruit sheds, a big stable for horses and 
a wagon yard. 


North of Nursery - Suisun Valley Road. 
Constructed by 1870, this barn has a very 
steeply-pitched gable roof with shed wings. 
There is a star shaped ventilator and a small 
gable vent on the ridge. 
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The Lanza House at Solano Winery. A very 
elaborate version of an Eastlake cottage with 
angled bays on front and side. The shed roof 
over the half porch is supported by turned 
spindles. The Lanza family has operated the 
winery since the 1930's. Salvador Brea in 1920's. 



Suisun Valley Road. Wesley Lambert owned 
the property in 1854 and built a home near 
Suisun Creek. The Queen Anne cottage with an 
angled bay and a sweeping curved roof over 
the half front porch that is topped with a corner 
porch was built for William Lambert sometime 
after the turn of the century. 


Rockville Road 



Packing shed on corner of Oliver and 
Rockville Road. Originally the packing shed 
for the Stewart Fruit Company. Here the fruit 


was carefully packed to prevent bruising while 
being shipped. Each pear was wrapped in 
paper and the cherries were lined up in row on 
row with all the stems pointing in the same 
direction. In the early part of the century there 
were a number of these packing houses along 
the Sacramento Northern Railroad track that 
ended at Willotta Station on Rockville Road. 
During W.W. II the Tapatco Company manu¬ 
factured tents and sleeping bags here. 



On the North Side of Rockville Road. 
(Lambert) A square, two story box style with 
a gabled roof and a curved front porch. It was 
built for John Lambert by Claus Siebe in 1908. 
Fred Foon worked for Mr. Lambert for many 
years and then purchased the property from 
the Lambert Family. 



2849 Rockville Road. A craftsman bungalow 
with gabled roof that protects the full front 
porch. This was the home of the Rutherford 
Chadbourne family in 1912. The property is 
now owned by the Glashoff family whose fresh 
produce and bakery are well known through¬ 
out the county. 
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2818 Rockville Road. A well maintained 
multi-gabled two story home that has angled 
bays and a graceful curved porch. Built for 
John and Catherine Siebe in 1908 after they sold 
their dairy farm on Benicia Road. A bungalow 
was contructed next door in 1914 for Harry and 
Bessie Siebe. 


2784 Rockville Road. Built in 1926 on West 
Texas Street and moved to its present location 
for the development of Winery Square. It is still 
the home of members of the Cadenasso family. 



2703 Rockville Road. A two story home with 
a mansard roof and detailed side porch. Built in 
Suisun on California Street and moved to this 
location sometime after 1912 when Mr. 
Davisson felt that the city taxes were too high. 



2678 Rockville Road. Mr. W.G. Davisson 
arrived in Suisun Valley in 1852 and purchased 
the farm in 1854. This home was built a few 
years later. The complex still has the wood barn 
and one of the very best examples of a full tank 
house. The home is a two story cross gabled 
Gothic style that has had a number of additions 
over the years. 



2663 Rockville Road. Built for C.E. Barnes in 
1903 as a two story farm house with a steep 
pitched roof. Later owned by Dr. RE. Webster, 
the structure has seen many additions and 
improvements. The tank house has been incor¬ 
porated into the main structure. A fine example 
of what a little T.L.C. can do. 



2626 Rockville Road. Very few additions or 
alterations have been made to this simple two 
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story home of the Pangburn family. The gabled 
roof and projecting angled front bays add a 
touch of elegance to the home. Miss Pangburn 
in 1917 owned one of the first electric powered 
cars in the area. It could make it to Suisun and 
return on one charge. The charging unit was in 
a shed next to the barn. 



2451 Rockville Road. An 1875 two story 
house with cross gabled roof. The covered 
porch and front structure are late additions. 
This was the Pierce Ranch foreman's residence. 
Later occupied by the McFall family. Clare 
McFall became the first woman mayor of 
Suisun City. At the rear is a small stone cooler 
that was used for milk and other perishable 
household items. 



Iwama Market. This was the site of the Pierce 
Ranch horse barns, blacksmith shop, bunk 
house and Chinese quarters. Many of these 
structures were lost in one of the big fires that 
swept the Rockville hills and followed down 
Suisun Creek. The present structure was built 
in 1927 for "Bandana Lou's," a fried chicken 
restaurant that featured live bands and danc¬ 


ing. After W.W. II the building became Iwama's 
Market. 



Rockville Inn. The town of Rockville consist¬ 
ed of a hotel, saloon, post office, blacksmith 
shop and several residences at one time. 
Molineo had an adobe near here in 1847 and 
then Perry built his blacksmith shop in 1851. 
This was a stage shop and also a stop for the 
Pony Express several times. The blacksmith 
shop that was later owned by Eberle stood 
south of Rockville Road on Suisun Valley Road. 
The hotel was a two story structure with a 
lobby, dining room, kitchen and family living 
quarters on the first floor. The rooms were on 
the second floor and patrons entered them from 
the upper balcony. The corner saloon and store 
was owned by the McLaughlins at the turn of 
the century and then by John Nielsen. During 
recent rennovations part of the old saloon 
framework was exposed and found to be in 
excellent condition. Several of the residences set 
on the hill side at the west end of Rockville, date 
back well before the turn of the century. 



Rockville Road's Rock Fences. Rock fences 
crisscrossed the hills outlining the boundaries 
of the ranches and divided the herds of cattle 
and horses. After the Continental Railroad was 
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completed in the late 1860's many Chinese 
laborers were looking for work. The fruit indus¬ 
try was just coming into being so land owners 
found it cheaper to hire fences to be built of rock 
which was very plentiful in the area. 



The Rockville Petroglyphs. As many of 
1 these symbols can only be found in the 
. Algonquin Indian language group, Rodney 
Rulofson put forth the theory that these draw¬ 
ings may have been made by the scouts for 
Fremont's expedition. Recent research indicates 
, that many of the symbols found here were also 
! used at sites in Utah, Nevada and at San Jose, 
j Calif. The symbol / / was used at nine sites. At 
Cedar City, Tonopah and Rockville the mea¬ 
surements of the symbol / / shown only a .3 
i; centimeters difference in width and all are of 
the same height. This is a strong indication that 
they were inscribed by the same person. 

I Abernathy Road 

f. 



4303 Abernathy. A two story farm house 
built on the "T" plan with a full front porch and 


a railing on the upper deck. Obediah Davisson 
arrived in Suisun Valley in 1854 and lived in a 
small cabin at this site until this home was built 
in 1865. 

4250 and 4264 Abernathy. Simple bungalows 
that were constructed in the early 1900's for 
Herbert and Walter English. 

4325 Abernathy. The twin wings of the one 
story stucco bungalow, extend to the front to 
form a central patio. Behind the home is the 
well known "]oe Chadbourne Barn." For many 
years this was the center of entertainment for 
local residents. Dances, meetings and organ 
recitals. Joe Chadbourne purchased "Myrtle" 
the organ, from the Fox Theatre in San 
Francisco. He and Everett Nourse gave many 
memorable performances at the "barn." The 
distinctive iron fence is the only remaining fea¬ 
ture of the original home. 



4367 Abernathy. As early at 1885 this was the 
home of Byron and Hattie Sheldon. Mr. 
Sheldon was the clerk of the Comer School 
District Board for many years. The two story 
box style home has the added feature of square 
bay windows that extend through the front 
porch roof to the second story. 

4370 Abernathy. A one story bungalow with 
a full front porch that was built ca. 1912 for Jim 
Morrison. It has been well maintained with no 
exterior changes. 
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4440 Abernathy. Site of a large stone house 
that was built for Abernathy in 1865. The struc¬ 
ture was destroyed by fire on the 4th of August 
1921. The present square house with a deep set 
porch was built in 1935 for Mrs. J.C. Sutton. 


Mankas Corner Road 


4679 Abernathy. A.T. Hatch settled in the 
Suisun Valley in 1872 and developed the plan 
to ship fruit to the Eastern market in refrigerat¬ 
ed cars. During the anti-Chinese movement he 
protected the local workers and established the 
Suisun Valley China Town on the Western part 
of the ranch. The two story house has a cross- 
gabled gothic revival form and was built in the 
1860's. In the large barn, with its steeply 
pitched roof, were box stalls, a tack room and 
living quarters for the stable hands. 



Corner School. The first school in this area 
was at Mrs. Wing's home. Later a school house 
was built on the corner of the Comer property. 
The present school opened 14 March 1900 after 
the old school house had been destroyed by 
fire. 

4488 Abernathy. Phillip Dodini purchased 
the Berka Ranch in 1925 and built a home 
before his marriage in 1926. Mr. Dodini served 
on both the Comer and Armijo High School 
Boards of Education. 


Armijo Adobe. Jose Francisco (Antonio) 
Armijo applied to the Commandant General on 
Nov. 22,1839 for a grant of land to be known as 
the Tolenas Rancho. The application was 
approved by Governor Alvarado on March 3, 
1840 for Three Square Leagues (13,314 acres) of 
land. As in most cases, when two ranchos have 
a common boundary line, controversy soon 
began. The matter was settled years later in the 
case of Waterman vs. Smith on appeal to the 
Supreme Court. At first Armijo lived in a brush 
hut and then built a five room adobe home near 
the trail from Benicia to Sacramento. His fami¬ 
ly joined him in 1842. Jose Francisco Armijo 
died in 1849 and his son Antonio Marie, was 
appointed Administrator of his estate. After 
years of neglect, the adobe collapsed in 1900 
and the foundation stones were moved to pro¬ 
tect the spring that was nearby. 
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1860 Owner of Manka's. Turned posts sup¬ 
port the shed roof over the full front porch of 
this 1860's ranch house. Built on the "T" plan 
with a cross-gabled roof and a full side porch 
on the rear section. In 1877 this property was 
part of Christley Manka's 100 acre farm. A 
number of the owners of the Corners have 
resided here. 



Barton's Store/Manka's Corner. Barton's Store was, in the early 1850's, the center of activity in 
Upper Suisun Valley. The first school in Suisun was started here when Barton's daughter began to 
teach students in the store room behind the store. In the 1860's the school near Manka's became known 
as Suisun Dist. #1. Justice of the Peace, Benjamin Brown, held court at Barton's Store as early as 1854. 
The Suisun Masonic Lodge held its first meetings at Armijo's Adobe and then constructed, in 1855, a 
two story building next to Barton's Store. The meeting hall for the lodge was on the upper floor and 
the lower floor was used as a school room. By 1855 Barton had sold an interest in the store to Christley 
Manka. Manka took over the business in 1859 when Barton moved to Fairfield. Milton Cutler's Stage 
stopped at Barton's Store twice a day on its run from Benicia to Suisun and return. There have been 
many changes and alterations to the building. In 1905 Luke Milligan added a second floor for a dance 
hall and boxing room. Many businesses have occupied the building including a general store, meat 
market, saloon, barber shop, delicatessen and a restaurant. 

85 


















2506 Mankas Corner Road. Set on a small 
knoll with a number of low pitched roofs that 
shelter small porches on the different levels. 
This large Prairie style bungalow was built by 
Mr. Buhrmeister in 1927. The long overhanging 
eaves are supported, on the corners, by diago¬ 
nal brackets. Mr. Charles Lum and family pur¬ 
chased the property in the 1950's. 



Ledgewood and Mankas Corner Roads. A 
simple square style home with a hip roof that 
was built on the Samuel Scarlett ranch before 
the turn of the century. Like many similar hous¬ 
es in Fairfield, it has an above ground base¬ 
ment. 



Wolfskin/Armstrong House, Mankas Corner 
Road. Built by Joseph C. Wolfskill in 1885, with 


a modified hip roof and a bracketed pediment 
over the front square bay window. The ground 
floor pedimented entrance extends out from the 
porch roof and is supported by delicate turned 
posts. Protection from the elements is provided 
by a porch that wraps around the house. A well 
maintained garden furnished the many guests 
to the ranch, a place for conversation and relax¬ 
ation. The very large kitchen at the rear of the 
house was necessary to feed the many Bay Area 
guests who came and spent weeks at the ranch 
in the summer time. Descendants of Joseph 
Wolfskill still occupy the ranch. 

Gordon Valley Road 



5050 Gordon Valley Road. P. W. Thunberg, on 
Dec. 2,1903, purchased 42.45 acres of land from 
James McNulty. In 1905 he hired Claus Siebe to 
build a home for his family. Mr. Siebe moved on 
site with his ''House Wagon" and the structure 
was completed in early 1906. A unique feature 
is that the porch completely encircles the house, 
protecting the structure and its inhabitants from 
the weather. Charles Mason purchased the 
property from Mrs. Thunberg in 1925. 



Suisun Valley School. 
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Clayton Road 



5188 Gordon Valley Road. Built in 1930 the 
straight clean cut lines and low pitch roofs are 
of the style used by Frank Lloyd Wright in his 
bungalow plans. The deep inset front porch 
with large square columns add to the illusion of 
size. A covered carriage entrance on the north 
side provided protection from the elements to 
the residents. At the rear is a fully covered tank 
house. 



4993 Clayton Road. Hilton B. Ridenhour pur¬ 
chased the property in 1899 and the home was 
built in 1900. A two story box style with bay 
windows at one corner that are topped with a 
steeply pitched roof. Originally the outside 
stairs extended from the ground to the main 
entrance on the second floor. The kitchen and 
dining room were on the first floor and during 
the summer most of the meals were served out 
on the screened porch. Later the screened porch 
was removed and the area is now enclosed 
with siding. A very old redwood barn and part 
of the cutting shed are the only remaining orig¬ 
inal out buildings 



5070 Clayton Road. William and Claire 
Edgell bought the property in 1893. Their home 
was built of redwood with 12 foot ceilings and 
a full raised basement. It is a large rectangular 
home with an inset front porch and a mansard 
roof. At one time the flat portion of the roof was 
covered with tin. Mr. Edgell built, in 1903, the 
first telephone line into Suisun Valley. 



5118 Clayton Road. George Campbell built, 
in 1895, his barn and a two room house with a 
full front porch. Then in 1898 he remodeled the 
house by changing the roof line, adding rooms 
to the west side and the angled bay windows 
on the front or north side of the building. 



George Campbell Bam. Openings under the 
gable roof vented the barn loft while the over¬ 
hang covered the loft beam and pulley that were 
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used to lift hay from the field wagons into the 
storage loft. This area was also the rainy day 
playground for the younger members of the 
family. The wide roof wings not only provided 
protection to the stock and equipment but also 
to the kittens, puppies and chicks that were born 
in the barn. Made entirely of redwood, this is a 
fine example of the barns in the area that played 
a very important part in the early ranch life. 



5158 Clayton Road. Yee Eng rented a 20 acre 
farm near Mankas Corner sometime after 
World War I. The family purchased the prop¬ 
erty in 1951 and began to modernize their fruit 
drying business. The cutting trays, instead of 
being set on stationary stands, were attached to 
belts that moved them past the cutters. Rail 
cars had been used to move the loaded trays 
from the cutting shed to the sulphur house. 
They were replaced with fork lifts that were 
designed and built by the Yee brothers. By 1955 
most of the older buildings had been replaced 
or remodeled and a pear dehydrator was 
installed. The Cal Yee Farms is the only busi¬ 
ness in the Suisun Valley that still processes sun 
dried fruits. The sales shop at the ranch does a 
thriving business and is open all year long. 



5190 Clayton Road. Constructed in 1927 for 
August and Jane Grotheer. It has the low pitch 


roofs and wide overhangs of the eaves as does 
the Lum house at Mankas Corner. Stone piers 
and hand laid stone work add to the beauty of 
the home. It is still occupied by members of the 
Grotheer family. 

5194 Clayton Road. August Grotheer acquired 
the property in 1907 and built himself a small 
two room cabin. Lloyd and Dorothy Grotheer 
had the cabin moved in 1927 and rooms were 
added. Today, the two room cabin is part of the 
second story of the home with a gabled roof 
and a shed roof that cover the screened full 
front porch. Ed and Susan Lippstreu also 
added several rooms to the home in 1973. 



5282 Clayton Road. Low pitched gable roofs 
on the front and side have diagonal brackets and 
heavy form trusses under the peaks. The front 
gable extends over a full porch and the square 
post supports are set on stone piers. Stone piers, 
heavy trusses and the hand laid cobblestone 
porch floor give the bungalow a rustic look. 



Wooden Valley School. 
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5213 ClaytonRoad. John Campbell was one of the early settlers in upper Suisun Valley. His home has 
a two story gabled bay and a hip roof that is topped with a Widow's Walk. Diagonal brackets support 
the roof over the porch that is lined with stickwork on the screen and railings. Mr. Campbell's son, 
Charles, was born in this house in 1863. 
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The Sacramento Northern Railroad. The 
Sacramento Northern Railway began regular 
runs on the 3rd of September 1913 and provid¬ 
ed both passenger and freight service. It quick¬ 
ly became a very popular method of trans¬ 
portation, with the Bay Area less than two 
hours away in one direction and Sacramento an 
hour away in the other. In Solano County lines 
were extended to Vacaville, Fairfield and 
Suisun. By the 1950's most of the lines had been 
abandoned. What had been the Rio Vista 
Junction, is now the Museum and Visitors 
Center for the Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn. 
New rail lines now extend to Dozier on the 
North and below Garfield on the South. With 
the need for more rapid transportation in the 
future, this line may some day be a New Link?? 



Shiloh Church. The contract, for the first 
church at this site, was awarded to George 
Anderson of Suisun on October 11,1869. A gen¬ 
eral meeting of the "Citizens of Montezuma" 
was held on Feb. 17,1870 and the new building 
was accepted. That church was destroyed by 
fire the day after Christimas 1875. Immediately 
the people of the community gathered together 
and agreed to rebuild. The present structure 
with its arched windows and square three story 
belfry was completed by mid 1876. No longer a 


house of worship, it is used for weddings, 
funerals and special events. Many of the early 
"Citizens of Montezuma" are buried in the well 
groomed cemetery at the rear of the church. 
Present residents of the area and the 
Montezuma Hills 4-H have raised money for 
the revitalization of the old church. The church 
was raised and a new foundation has been 
completed. The next phase will be the replace¬ 
ment of some of the windows. 



Taylor/Stewart House. A square, two story 
home with a wrought iron railing outlining the 
widow's walk. Three very narrow shed roofs 
protect the windows on the upper floor. On the 
first floor the square boxed windows are pro¬ 
tected by bracketed shed roofs as is the inset 
front door. This beautiful home was built by 
Frank Taylor in 1887 using redwood lumber 
that had been shipped up from the Bay Area. It 
cost $4,500.00 and took a year to construct. 
Descendants of the family still occupy the resi¬ 
dence. 



Birds Landing/Benjamin's Store. Birds 
Landing came into being in 1869, when John 
Bird constructed a wharf and warehouse on 
Montezuma Slough. One mile east of the 
wharf, at the cross roads, a small community 
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began to grow. First with a blacksmith shop, 
then the store and by 1878 there was a butcher, 
shoemaker, saloon and a furniture business. 
The store was built in 1875 by J. Frank and M. 
Dinkelspiel. That same year John Bird became 
Postmaster and the cross roads was officially 
named Birds Landing. In 1880 Bird bought half 
interest in the store. In 1921, Chris and Evelyn 
Benjamin purchased the store from Bird. Mrs. 
Benjamin served as Postmistress for 50 years 
before retiring and the Post Office was then 
moved next door into a small tool shed. The 
new Post Office has tied with two others for 
being the nation's smallest full service Post 
Office. In November, 1997, the Benjamins' 
store, which has been recently renovated, was 
officially designated as a State of California 
Point of Historical Interest. 



Hastings Adobe. Lansford Hastings led a 
wagon train to Oregon in 1842 and the next 
spring moved on to California. While here he 
spent his time traveling about the state. Then in 
1844 he returned to the East and wrote "The 
Emigrant Guide To California." Traveling 
about the Frontier States, he sold his book and 
encouraged the residents to head West. By the 
Fall of 1845, Hastings had joined another 
wagon train and was headed back to 
California. Late in 1846, in company of 
Clyman, who had spent a winter in Berryessa 
Valley, Hastings again headed East to meet the 
wagon trains at Fort Bridger. There he joined 
the Harlan-Young wagon train and led them 
across the Salt Lake Desert on his "Shortcut." A 


week later the Donner party would follow their 
tracks. Upon arrival at Sutter's Fort, Hastings 
joined, as did many of the new emigrants, 
Fremont's California Battalion. Did he build in 
1845 before going East, or in 1848 after his 
return from the service? He began a Ferry ser¬ 
vice to the Contra Costa side but soon moved 
on. The Marshall family found the Adobe aban¬ 
doned in 1852 and moved in. Later Stratton 
would buy the property and the Adobe was 
enclosed with redwood lumber. The South wall 
and one section of the front wall have been 
damaged by leaks but most of the adobe 
appears to be in good condition. The property 
is privately owned and fenced. 




Montezuma Slough. S.K. Nurse built his first 
warehouse near Denverton in 1853 and 
replaced it with a brick one in 1866. Robert 
Meins and John Bird also built storage sheds 
and wharves along Montezuma Slough in 
1856-66. Soon tons of hay and grain were being 
shipped to the ever growing population in the 
Bay Area. Nurses and Montezuma Sloughs 
provided the waterways for the hay scows and 
small steamers involved in the trade. On their 
return trips they brought back lumber and the 
much needed coal to the residents of the area. 
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Collinsville C.J. Collins arrived in the 
Montezuma Township in 1856 and began to lay 
out a town. The map was filed in 1862. 
Bradshaw purchased the property and 


changed the name of the new town to 
Newport. The real estate boom was a quick 
bust and by 1869 the name had been changed 
back to Collinsville. Fishermen began to settle 
in the area and a wharf was built out into the 
river. River steamers began to make regular 
stops to pick up passengers and produce. The 
first salmon cannery was opened in 1873 and 
the community began to prosper. By the early 
1900's the wharf was extended to a third of a 
mile long and 30 feet wide. Businesses, includ¬ 
ing two hotels, two stores, a post office, two 
saloons and a Wells Fargo Express office lined 
both sides of the wharf. Because of the high 
flood tides, homes were built on stilts, over the 
low tidelands. Today, levees protect the homes 
and fishing resorts that are built along the road. 
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The Crossroads: A History of the Fairfield-Suisun Area 

By Tim Farmer 


Indian taken to a 
mission was that 
of a Suisun found 
in the 1807 San 
Jose mission 
records. Within 
ten years the 
number had 
grown to 4,000 
local Indians liv¬ 
ing at the mis¬ 
sions. The first 
sketch of a local 
Indian was made 
in 1816 by Louis 
Choris while on a 



Louis Choris sketched these Bay Area Indians in 1816 at Mission 
San Francisco de Asis. 



Our community, located in 
the heart of Solano County, is 
situated halfway between San 
Francisco and the state capital 
of Sacramento. Fifty years ago, 
Fairfield, Suisun City and the 
surrounding valleys had a pop¬ 
ulation of under 5,000 resi¬ 
dents, today we have over 
100,000. This is not to suggest 
that the popularity of the area is 
a recent happening, it has been 
highly favored since the habita¬ 
tion of the local Indians. 

We have a geographical 
diversity which is rarely reflect¬ 
ed in other areas. To the south 
is a delta region which is the 
largest in the United States. To 
the west and north are a series 
of beautiful valleys, those being 
separated by ranges of moun¬ 
tains and hills, the most notable 
being the magnificent Twin 
Sisters peaks. On the east are 
broad and impressive prairies, 
interrupted only on their south¬ 
ern border by the Potrero Hills. 

This area was occupied for 
untold centuries by Indians 
who called themselves 
Patwins. These Indians were 
divided into triblets, in lower 
Suisun Valley lived the Suisuns 
and the Tolenas occupied the 
upper portion of that valley. 
They were both hunters and 
gatherers. In their tule reed 
canoes they speared salmon 
and other fish and with bow 
and arrows they stalked ante¬ 
lope, tule elk, deer, bear and 
smaller game. They collected 
acorns, buckeye balls, bulbs 
and roots to eat. 

The first mention of a local 


visit to the Mission San 
Francisco de Asis. He also drew 
the likeness of four other Bay 
Area Indians. When the last 
mission was established in 
Sonoma in 1823 the need for 
Indian labor was tremendous. 
It was at this mission that a 
young local Indian, Sem-Yeto, 
was baptized in 1824 and given 
94 


the Christian name of Francisco 
Solano. While no photograph 
exists of Solano, (other than the 
statue in Fairfield.) There is 
however, a photograph show¬ 
ing an elder Mariano Vallejo, 
founder of the city of Vallejo, 
with a woman many historians 
consider to be Solano's wife, 
Ysadora. The fate of Solano was 



















Louis Choris sketched these Bay Area Indians in 1816 at 
Mission San Francisco de Asis. 


not typical of most of the Patwin Indians, who were either 
removed from their homelands to the missions or fled to the 
north to remain in their native state. The final blow to the 
local Indians occurred in 1837. When a party led by Corporal 
Miramontes returned from the Russian settlement of Fort 
Ross to Sonoma, they soon learned that party members had 
contracted smallpox while there. The effects were devastat¬ 
ing, reports indicated that the epidemic was widespread, as 
many as 70,000 Indians died and within ten years there were 
only a few hundred local Indians still alive. Some survived 
because they received a smallpox vaccination that was first 
performed by British physician, Edward Jenner in 1796. 
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The wife and granddaughter of Jose 
Francisco Armijo. 


With the passage of the 
Secularization Act in 1833, Vallejo 
was given the power of conferring 
land grants to Mexican citizens. He 
awarded Chief Solano, as he called 
him, with the Suisun Grant, which 
covered most of the old tribal lands. 
In making this award, he was fulfill¬ 
ing the Act which stated that half the 
lands would go to the Indians, but 
more likely he was rewarding an old 
friend and ally. Jose Francisco Armijo 
and his family became the first non- 
Indian residents when he was 
awarded the Tolenas Grant in 1840. 
They built an adobe home where the 
present day Rancho Solano develop¬ 
ment is located and raised cattle and 
horses in the area. The families of 
Juan Vaca and Juan Pena settled 
north of Armijo on the Los Putos 
Grant. The former lent his name to 
the town of Vacaville and the latter 
has his adobe preserved in a park 























The Wolfskin pioneers, John and 
William with their wives. 


located in Lagoon Valley. The 
Rio de Los Putos Grant which 
covered both sides of Putah 
Creek was received by William 
Wolfskin, a naturalized 
Mexican citizen. He sent his 
brother to occupy the land and 
when John Wolfskill arrived he 
became the first American set¬ 
tler in Solano County. The 
Ulpinos Grant, given John 
Bidwell, covered the west side 
of the Sacramento River and 
the Montezuma Hills. Bidwell 
only temporarily occupied this 
property, he later moved north 
and established the Chico 
Rancho. His mansion still 
stands as a landmark in the city 
of Chico. 

Interest in our area and 
California in general was not 
limited to just Spain and 
Mexico. American seamen had 
shown an interest as early as 
1796. In 1826, Jedediah Smith 
made the first American over¬ 


land expedition to 
California. He trapped 
the Central Valley and 
most likely passed right 
through our community 
on his way north to 
Oregon. By the 1840's, 
American interest 
increased dramatically. 
The United States 
Congress sent 

Lieutenant John C. 
Fremont and company 
west on a series of 
exploring and scientific 
expeditions. On the 
third of these, evidence 
suggests that he used an 
area near Rockville as 
one of his bases. 
Located near the camp 
are a series of petro- 
glyphs or rock carvings which 
were traced to the east coast 
tribe of Delaware Indians. The 
significance of this find is that 
Fremont's head scout. Kit 
Carson, used Delaware Indians 
as trackers. Noted Solano 
County historian, Rodney 
Rulofson, furthered documen¬ 
tation in regard to these carv¬ 
ings when he established in the 
1950's that several sites existed 
with similar carvings. His find¬ 
ings were supported by the 
foremost authorities. 

One early resident of our 
area was Lansford W. Hastings. 
He established residence and 
built an adobe near Collinsville. 
His advice led the Donner 
party into the worst disaster in 
the history of the California 
Trail. Instead of taking the 
established route, they took 
"Hastings Cutoff" and were 
delayed. By the time they 
approached the summit, winter 


had set in and they were 
stranded. Of the 87 persons in 
the party, 40 perished. 

The discovery of gold in 
California in January 1848 and 
the signing of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which 
ended the war with Mexico, 
caused a literal flood of 
Americans to California. Those 
who came by ship to San 
Francisco, travelled through 
our community on their way to 
the gold fields. Many of the 
unsuccessful and a few success¬ 
ful Argonauts travelled back to 
our rich and fertile valleys. In 
the following years, the Daniel 
Berry family and also the first 
permanent American settlers in 
Suisun Valley, saw many 
changes. While most of our 
local pioneers used timber as a 
source of material for their 
structures, there were a few 
unique exceptions. In Suisun 
and Green Valleys, several 
structures were constructed 
using local quarried stone. Four 
were built to be residences, one 
as a barn, another as a flour 
mill, and the first still serves as 
it was originally intended, as a 
church. One of the early resi¬ 
dents, Tandy Alford, donated a 
section of his property on con¬ 
dition a church and cemetery 
be established. Alford had per¬ 
sonal reasons for making this 
offer, his young daughter, 
Sarah, was buried on the site. In 
fact, her grave is still marked 
with large stones placed in the 
shape of a doll's house. The 
Rockville Stone Chapel was 
dedicated in 1857 and a ceme¬ 
tery established. Two years 
later, Alford's son-in-law, 
Nathan Barbour, financed a 
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beautiful two story stone house 
which had not only a wrap 
around porch, but also a wrap 
around balcony. A year later, 
William Ramsey constructed 
his stone home in Green Valley. 
While not appearing as stylish 
as Barbour's, it was more sensi¬ 
tive to local conditions and was 
an excellent example of the 
beautiful farmhouses of our 
area. Unlike today, the pioneer 
farmers main crop was 
grain.George Dingley had the 
foresight to build the areas first 
mill in 1859. The mill, built on 
Wild Horse Creek in upper 
Green Valley, was a three story 
structure. The final two 
dwellings, built in 1861, share 
not only their birth year, but 
also a rich history as well. Built 
by James Harbin, the imposing 
stone mansion was purchased 
by Granville Swift through a 
foreclosure sale. Swift, a 
descendent of Daniel Boone, 
first came to California in 1842 
on a hunting expedition and 
from that point on established 
himself in our state's history. 
He was one of the leading par¬ 
ticipants in the Bear Hag Revolt 
in Sonoma, found his riches in 
the gold fields of 1848-1849, 
and became a prominent ranch¬ 
er in northern California. His 
epitaph marks his remains in 
Rockville Cemetery. Swift's 
home now serves as the club¬ 
house of the Green Valley 
Country Club. Samuel Martin 
used the Barbour House as a 
model for his home. Martin's 
stone manor was built on the 
site of the Suisun Indian vil¬ 
lage. His grandson, S.H. Martin 
decided to remodel the house 
sixty-eight years after it was 


built. The younger Martin was 
able to interest another 
University of California gradu¬ 
ate in designing the remodel¬ 
ing. Julia Morgan, already busy 
with William Hearst's San 
Simeon Castle, doubled the size 
of the house by adding a rear 
wing and solarium. Just north 
of Rockville, J.M. Baldwin built 
an impressive stone barn in 
1865. A carved horse's head 
over the main entrance indicat¬ 
ed it was used as a horse barn. 

As more settlers arrived, 
communities began to be estab¬ 
lished. 1850, the year of 
California's statehood, saw 
Suisun become one of two 
townships in Solano County. 
As the population of our area 
grew the need for further sub¬ 
divisions increased. Within the 
next few years the townships of 
Green Valley, Montezuma and 
Denverton were established. 
Other communities sprang up 
in the area, Cordelia (originally 
Bridgeport) in Green Valley, 
Rockville in Suisun Valley and 
Mankas Corner in upper 
Suisun Valley. The early com¬ 
munity of Bridgeport was orig¬ 
inally located north of its pre¬ 
sent site. The community 
moved south to take advantage 
of the local slough embar- 
cadero. When a post office was 
established, Robert Waterman, 
Fairfield's founder, had it 
named Cordelia in honor of his 
wife. In the years to come, the 
community gradually accepted 
the change of their name from 
Bridgeport to Cordelia. J.M. 
Perry set up a blacksmith shop 
at a crossroads that was soon to 
become the hamlet of Rockville. 
Christley Manka came to 


California as a gold miner in 
1849. Three years later he relo¬ 
cated to upper Suisun Valley 
and established a tavern and 
general store. This area soon 
became known as it is today, 
Mankas Corner. By the late 
1800's, John Wagner and his 
wife had taken over the busi¬ 
ness. 

In 1850, A.A. Ritchie bought 
the entire Suisun Rancho from 
Mariano Vallejo for $50,000 and 
sold one-third interest to 
Robert H. Waterman. After 
Ritchie was killed in an acci¬ 
dent, Waterman was named to 
dispose of the 17,000 acre ran¬ 
cho. In addition to selling the 
rich lands of Suisun Valley, he 
established a town site in 1856 
on the eastern portion of the 
rancho and named it after his 
hometown of Fairfield, 
Connecticut. Waterman offered 
sixteen acres called Union 
Square to the county, plus four 
adjacent blocks to the town of 
Fairfield and his personal bond 
of $10,000 if the county seat 
was moved from Benicia to 
Fairfield. In the election of 1858, 
Fairfield received 1,029 votes to 
Benicia's 625 and gained the 
county seat. It appeared that 
Vallejo citizens voted for 
Fairfield to spite Benicia citi¬ 
zens who had taken the State 
Capital from them in 1853. A 
brick court house and jail were 
completed in 1860 on the 
donated land. A few years later 
a two-story hall of records was 
located twenty feet west of the 
court house. These were joined 
by a steel bridge on the second 
floor and in spite of sugges¬ 
tions was never used as a gal¬ 
lows. 
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The Dinghy Mill. 


In 1851, Captain Josiah Wing, 
in his schooner "Anna Sophia," 
sailed up the Suisun Slough 
and discovered an island rising 
five feet above the marsh. Since 
this island was outside of the 
jurisdiction of Robert 
Waterman’s Suisun Rancho, 
Wing quickly filed claim. 


During the next year, a wharf 
and warehouse were construct¬ 
ed and in 1854 the streets of 
Suisun City were laid out. 
Business had been so successful 
that by the winter of 1856, six 
vessels were required to handle 
the trade of the area. By 1868, 
Suisun City was incorporated 


with a population of 200. It was 
destined to be the business cen¬ 
ter of our area, a position it 
would not relinquish for many 
years to come. 

In the first decade after the 
gold rush, the lands of our area 
provided vast grazing ranges 
for cattle and sheep. The 
Spanish cattle were replaced 
with European breeds and 
sheep were introduced as early 
as 1852. However, many of 
these pasture lands were soon 
replaced with cultivation, and 
the first major crop would be 
wheat. With the growth of the 
California population and poor 
wheat harvests in Europe, pro¬ 
duction of wheat quickly 
became more profitable than 
cattle. 

Another advantage of wheat 
over cattle was that it could be 
shipped without worry of 
spoilage, unlike meat. By 1866, 
our county was the second 



A train passing the railroad station in Suisun City before 1906. 
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Green Valley School in Cordelia. 


largest wheat producing coun¬ 
ty in California and by the next 
year it was the largest. While 
Dingley's flour mill was the 
first, it was soon followed by a 
three-story steam powered mill 
at Suisun City. Although wheat 
was highly successful, it would 
not be the sole crop. When John 
Wolfskin arrived, he carried 
grape cuttings with him. He 
shared these with other resi¬ 
dents and vineyards soon dot¬ 
ted the valleys. John Votypka, 
an Austrian emigrant, estab¬ 
lished the first vineyard and 
wine cellar in Green Valley. He 
was shipping wine from 
Cordelia to San Francisco by 
1863. In the early 1870's, a 
blight decimated most of the 
vineyards, but those in Green 
Valley survived, due in part to 
the development of resistant 
rootstalks. When it came time 
for the farmers to replant, many 
chose hardier crops, such as 
fruit trees and vegetables. One 


of the men who helped settle 
the question in favor of fruit 
was A.T. Hatch of Suisun 
Valley. After a few years of 
planting wheat, he found that 
even with a good harvest he 
only broke even. He decided 
then to plant trees and vines, 
met with success and pur¬ 
chased additional acres. By 
1888, he was described as hav¬ 
ing the world's largest orchard, 
over 800 acres planted in 
almonds, cherries, peaches, 
plums, grapes and other fruits. 
A new means of transportation 
in the area, the railroad, also 
helped to promote the develop¬ 
ment of the fruit industry. It 
allowed fast and efficient 
movement to the markets and 
with the invention of the refrig¬ 
erated car, further enhanced the 
industry. The railroad also had 
an immediate effect on the 
towns and communities. Places 
like Cordelia, Suisun City and 
to an extent, Fairfield, pros¬ 


pered from being on the line, 
but others, such as Rockville 
suffered because of their dis¬ 
tance from the railroad. The 
laborers also played an impor¬ 
tant role in the success of the 
local economy. Armijo's use of 
forced Indian labor enabled 
him to operate the first large 
cattle ranch in Solano County. 
When the work was done on 
the transcontinental railroad in 
1869, many Chinese journeyed 
here to work on the fruit ranch¬ 
es and at other projects. 
Japanese emigrants arrived in 
the last decade of the nine¬ 
teenth century and proved to 
be not only successful laborers, 
but successful ranchers as well. 
There were other labor forces, 
but Oriental labor proved to be 
the most significant. 

As the communities devel¬ 
oped, one of the first institu¬ 
tions to be created was the edu¬ 
cational system. Some of the 
earliest instruction occurred at 
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Barton's Store in Suisun City 
and Curry Grammar School 
was an early school located in 
the same city. It was later 
renamed in honor of G.W. 
Crystal after he donated addi¬ 
tional property to the facility 
Green Valley School of Cordelia 
was very successful due in part 
to the large population of the 
area. In Suisun Valley, other 
schools prospered including 
Rockville, Corner, and Suisun 
Valley. The Falls School was 
located in Green Valley. In 
Fairfield, the Fairfield Gram¬ 
mar School was located on the 
corner of Madison and 
Delaware Streets. The building 
was moved from its original 
site in the early twentieth cen¬ 
tury to its present location on 
the corner of Texas and Jackson 
Streets in downtown Fairfield. 
North of Fairfield was Dover 
School and east of town, in a 
Scandinavian community, was 
the appropriately named 
school of Scandia. The first high 
school was located in Suisun 
City and occupied part of the 


Crystal building. It continued 
until funding problems caused 
its closure. In 1891, a bond was 
passed to fund a new high 
school and Armijo Union High 
School was created. It occupied 
a second story room at Crystal 
School until a new structure 
was completed in 1893, in 
Fairfield. By 1915, a larger 
building was finished next 
door to the old one, today it 
serves as the Solano County 
Hall of Justice. 

Another early institution was 
the church. The first services 
were held in Daniel Berry's 
Suisun Valley home in the early 
1850's and the first structure 
was built a few years later at 
Rockville. Within time there 
were Protestant churches and a 
Catholic church located in 
Suisun City and a Methodist 
church located in Fairfield. One 
interesting fact about the 
Fairfield church was that when 
it was enlarged, its new bell 
tower formerly belonged to 
Scandia School and the struc¬ 
ture can still be found on its 


Empire Street site. 

By the turn of the century, 
our community could reflect 
proudly upon many accom¬ 
plishments and look forward to 
future challenges. The first 
decade alone, saw the estab¬ 
lishment of the Pacific Portland 
Cement Works and its compa¬ 
ny town of Cement near the 
present day Cement Hill. While 
quarries had been one of the 
first industries in our area, the 
most notable at Nelson's Hill 
east of Cordelia, none reached 
the magnitude of this new 
endeavor. Cement was found¬ 
ed in 1902 at a cost of $500,000. 
At its height, it covered 900 
acres and accumulated a popu¬ 
lation of 800-1,000 citizens. The 
town included all of the ameni¬ 
ties of any community its size 
and larger. Those being a 
school, post office, hospital, 
power plant, ranch and hotel, 
to name a few. Once a year the 
town hosted a "Grand Ball" in 
the spacious Golden Gate 
Hotel. This hotel, reported to be 
one of the largest in the county. 



Portland Cement Company Mill 
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had 175 rooms and an expan¬ 
sive ballroom. People often 
refer to the permanence of 
cement. This is true of the mate¬ 
rial, but unfortunately not the 
town. When the company 
learned that supplies of rock 
and clay were running low they 
knew the end was near. In 
March, 1927, the grounds were 
sold for $100,000 and the com¬ 
pany relocated to Redwood 
City. Most of the houses were 
sold and moved to Fairfield 
and the larger structures were 
dismantled and auctioned. 

It was during this time that 
Fairfield began to rival Suisun 
City in population and was fur¬ 
ther helped when a fire devas¬ 
tated part of Suisun City in 
1906. Within the next few years, 
Fairfield gained Henry 
Goosen's Hardware Store and 
beautiful residence, a new jail 
and courthouse which 
enhanced Fairfield's growing 
business district. Probably the 
main reason Fairfield would 
grow to dominate Suisun City 
came in 1914, when the first 


State Highway chose a route 
through Fairfield instead of 
Suisun City. In the next year the 
Freitas family established a 
meat market and the Gerevas 
family a grocery in downtown 
Fairfield. 

While Fairfield continued to 
grow, Suisun City remained 
the business center of the area. 
It contained five hotels, a the¬ 
atre, and over fifty businesses. 
The annual 4th of July parade 
and celebration was held in 
Suisun City and the social orga¬ 
nizations were located there as 
well. The oldest organization 
was the Masons and their nine¬ 
teenth century, three story brick 
structure is still located on 
Main Street. Around the turn of 
the century. The Armijo Social 
Club was organized on 
California Street. In time. State 
Senator B.F Rush purchased 
the building and donated it to 
the city on the condition the 
Armijo Club occupy the upper 
story. For many years there¬ 
after, the Suisun City Fire and 
Police Departments occupied 


the ground floor. Even until the 
late 1980's, the Suisun City 
Council held its meetings in the 
upstairs hall. The Wednesday 
Club, a sorority organization, 
has resided at its present 
address since the 1920's and 
their history is even older. 
Many prominent citizens 
resided in Suisun City, Doctor 
Samuel Bransford and County 
Council K.I. Jones, to name just 
a few. 

The dramatic stock market 
crash of 1929, is often cited as 
the beginning of the Great 
Depression, but the economic 
downturn began in our area at 
a somewhat earlier date. The 
closure of the cement plant in 
1927, was the first sign and was 
followed in the next year by 
falling fruit prices from the 
East. With the decline in 
demand for fruit, local fruit 
processors curtailed their oper¬ 
ations. In 1931, the California 
Packing Company closed its 
dried fruit packing plant in 
Fairfield, and the Armsby 
Cannery followed suit a few 
years later. This tragic situation 
was alleviated slightly by the 
emergency employment pro¬ 
grams of the Federal Works 
Progress Administration. WPA 
workers carried out a number 
of projects in Solano County. 
These included the construc¬ 
tion of sidewalks in Suisun City 
and Fairfield, and the restora¬ 
tion of the Rockville Stone 
Chapel and Cemetery. 

With the coming of the 
Second World War, the econo¬ 
my quickly improved to the 
point of serious labor short¬ 
ages. By early 1942, the Navy 
flying squadrons were using an 


















area east of town for carrier 
landing practice. This land was 
selected because of strong pre¬ 
vailing winds which approxi¬ 
mated conditions found on the 
decks of aircraft carriers. In the 
same year the Army Corps of 
Engineers began work and 
soon christened the base the 
Fairfield-Suisun Army 

Airfield. By the end of the war, 
the value of the base was 
apparent. An initial contract of 
$20,000,000 was awarded, and 
work was begun on four miles 
of runway, new buildings, and 
the David Grant Medical 
Center. The base was renamed 
after Brigadier General Robert 
Travis, who was killed in an 
August 1950 air crash. By 1955, 
the base had 10,000 military 
and non-military employees. 
Many of these people found 
homes in Fairfield and Suisun 
City. The combined population 
grew from just over 4,000 in 
1950 to about 12,000 in 1955. 

As early as the 1930's, inten¬ 
sive pumping from local wells 


for irrigation purposes had 
lowered the water table sub¬ 
stantially. In 1948, the Solano 
Irrigation District was formed 
to work with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation in developing the 
water resources of Putah Creek. 
A comprehensive plan known 
as the "Solano Project," was 
submitted to the Interior 
Department and Congress, and 
in 1953 work on the project was 
begun with a $3 million 
Congressional appropriation. 
The Monticello Dam was com¬ 
pleted in 1957, and behind it lay 
Lake Berryessa, one of the 
state's largest man-made bod¬ 
ies of water. The importance of 
the "Solano Project" was not 
confined to local agriculture. 
Water from Lake Berryessa 
made possible the continued 
growth of Fairfield and Suisun 
City for future decades. 

In June of 1977, the Central 
Solano County Cultural 
Heritage Commission prepared 
an account which inventoried 
historically significant struc- 
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tures and places and also out¬ 
lined a plan of action and goals 
to preserve our local heritage. 
They stated there was still a 
link to the past, orchards to 
give our area a visual character, 
valley buildings which epito¬ 
mize our rural past, and a 
downtown Suisun City, largely 
by-passed by recent develop¬ 
ment. They concluded by say¬ 
ing that this situation was 
extremely temporary, the com¬ 
munity was changing rapidly, 
these changes required tough 
decision, and that if we wanted 
to preserve that heritage, we 
must act now. 

Today, we are still awaiting 
these actions and the time is 
running out. As urban sprawl 
continues, we run the risk of 
losing our identity. Some com¬ 
munities, such as Sonoma and 
Benicia have preserved their 
historic legacy. We have the 
choice; preserve our rich her¬ 
itage or allow it to vanish. 

For additional information 
on local history: Heritage 
Society of West Central Solano, 
PO. Box 901, Suisun City, CA 
94585. 

For information on Solano 
County history: Benicia Fire 
Museum, Benicia Historical 
Society, Railway Museum, Rio 
Vista Museum, Solano Co. 
Genealogy Society Library, 
Solano County Historical 
Society, Travis Air Force 
Museum, Vacaville Heritage 
Council, Vacaville Museum, 
Vallejo Naval and Historical 
Museum. 












Bibliography 


Barrow, H.D. "William Wolfskill, the 
Pioneer," Historical Society of Southern 
California, Part 111, Vol. V, Los Angeles, 
1902. 

Bates, James Lloyd. History of Fairfield, 
California: The War Years, 1940-1945. A 
thesis, California State University, 
Sacramento, 1982. 

Bancroft, Hubert Howe. The History of 
California. 7 Vols. San Francisco: The 
History Company, 1986. 

Benicia's Early Glory. California State 
Capitol., 1853-1854. Published by the 
Solano County Historical Society for 
the Dedication of the Restored Old 
State Capitol Building, March 15,1958. 

Bowen, William Adrian. Evolution of a 
Cultural Landscape: the Valley Fruit 
District of Solano County, California. 
M.A. thesis. University of California, 
Berkeley, 1963. 

Bruegmann, Robert. Benicia: Portrait of an 
Early California Town. An Architectural 
History. 101 Productions, San 
Francisco, 1980. 

Chapman, Charles E. A History of 
California: The Spanish Period, New 
York: The MacMillan Co., 1925. 

Chipman, Gen. N.P. Report upon the Fruit 
Industry of California. California State 
Board of Trade, 1889. 

-. Fruit versus Wheat: A Discussion of 

the Relative Importance of Fruit Growing 
and Wheat Growing in California. State 
Board of Trade, November 15,1892. 

Church, Idella R., editor. This is Our Town 
Rio Vista, California, 1958. 

Cook, Sherbourne F. The Conflict between 
the California Indian and the White 
Civilization. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 1941. 

Cowell, Josephine W. History of Benicia 
Arsenal, January, 1851 - December 
1962. Howell-North Press, Berkeley, 
California. 

Davis, William Heath, Seventy Five Years 
in California. San Francisco: John 
Howell, 1929. 

Dillon, Richard H. Bully Waterman and 
the Voyage of the Clipper Challenge, 
New York to San Francisco, 1851. San 
Francisco: The Roxburghe Club, 1956. 

-. Great Expectations: The Story of 

Benicia, California. Fresno: Thomas 
Printing, 1980. 

-. Delta Country. Presidio Press, 

1982. 

Dixon History, Dixon Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 814, Dixon, CA 95620. 

Dun, Arthur. Solano Country, California. 
Souvenir Edition, Sunset Magazine 
Service Bureau, 1915. 

Emparan, Madie Brown. The Vallejos of 


California. Gleason Library Associates, 
University of San francisco, 1968. 

Gregory, Tom. History of Solano and Napa 
Counties, California. Los Angeles: 
Historic Record Co., 1912. 

Gilliam Harold. San Francisco Bay. Garden 
City, New York: Doubleday, 1957. 

Heizer, R.F. and Whipple, M.A., eds. The 
California Indians: A Source Book. Second 
Edition. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1971. 

Heizer, Robert F. and Elasser, Albert B., 
eds. The Natural World of the California 
Indians. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1980. 

Higham, Mary. Pioneer Collections of Solano 
County. Fairfield, California: Allied 
Offset, Inc., 1980 

History of the Catholic Community in 
Suisun-Fairfield, Taylor Publishing Co. 

Hittell, Theodore H. History of California. 4 
Vols. San Francisco: N.J. Stone, 1885- 
1117. 

Hittell, J.S. Resources of Vallejo. A series of 
articles reprinted from the Solano 
County Advertiser, 1868-1869. 

Holliday, J.S. The World Rushed In: The 
California Gold Rush Experience. New 
York: Simon and Schuster, 1981. 

Hoover, Mildred Brook; Rensch, H.E.; and 
Rensch, E.G. Historic Spots in California. 
Second Printing, Stanford University 
Press, 1953. 

Hubbard, Harry D. Vallejo. Boston: 
Meador Publishing Co., 1941. 

Hunt, Margerite. History of Solano County, 
California. Chicago: The S.J. Clarke 
Publishing Co., 1926. 

Hussey, John A. "The Wolfskill Expedition 
to California, 1830-1831," Grizzly Bear 
(February, 1936). 

Jeffers, Marcia. Solano County Timeline, 
Vacaville Museum. 

Jepson, Willis Linn. The Trees of California. 
Second edition, 1923. 

-. A Flora of Western Middle 

California. San Francisco: Cunningham, 
Curtis and Welch, 1911. 

Kaplan, Peter. History of Central Solano 
County. Manuscript. Written for the 
City of Fairfield's Bicentennial 
Program, 1976. 

Katz, Susan. "Time Brings Home 
Change." Insight (August 24,1987). 

Keegan, Frank L. Solano an Illustrated 
History, 1989. 

Killingsworth, W.G. Deciduous Fruit 
Growing in California. San Francisco: 
Californians, Inc., 1923. 

Kinnard, Lawrence. History of the Greater 
San Francisco Bay Region. 3 vols. New 
York and West Palm Beach: Lewis 
Historical Publishing Co., 1966. 

103 


Kroeber, A.L. The Patwin and Their 
Neighbors. University of California 
Publications in Archeology and Ethnology, 
Vol. 29, No. 4 (February 27,1932). 

Kroeber, Alfred L. Handbook of the Indians 
of California. Washington D.C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1925. 

Laing, Alexader. Clipper Ships and Their 
Makers. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 
1966. 

Lemmon, Sue and Wichels, Ernest. St. 
Peter’s Chapel: A Dream, A Memorial, A 
Christian Beacon. Vallejo: Gibson 
Publishing Co., 1979. 

-. From Sidewheelers to Nuclear Power: 

A Pictorial Essay of Mare Island's 125 
Years of Service to the Nation. Vallejo: 
Gibson Publishing Co., 1977. 

Limbaugh, Ronald H. and Payne, Walter 
A. Vacaville. The Heritage of a California 
Community. Vacaville City Council, 
1978. 

Lott, Arnold S. A Long Line of Ships: Mare 
Island’s Century of Naval Activity in 
California. Annapolis, Maryland: 
United States Naval Institute, 1954. 

MacMullen, Jerry. Paddlewheel Days in 
California. Stanford University Press, 
1939. 

Markham, Edwin. California the Wonderfid. 
New York: Hearst's International 
Library, 1914. 

McGowan, Joseph A. History of the 
Sacramento Valley. 2 Vols. New York: 
Lewis Publishing Co., 1961. 

McKern, W.C. "Functional Families of the 
Patwin," University of California 
Publications in Archeology & Ethnology, 
Vol. 13, No. 7(1992). 

McKittrick, Myrtle M. Vallejo, Son of 
California. Portland, Oregon: Binfords 
and Mort, 1944. 

Minahan, Eileen. The Story of Chief Solano 
of the Suisun Indians. Fairfield, 
California: Campbell Printing Co., 
1959. 

Morebeck, Nancy. Index to Property 
Owners List, Thompson & West, 1878. 

Munro-Fraser, J.P. History of Solano County. 
San Francisco, California: Wood, Alley 
& Co., East Oakland, 1879. 

Neitzel, Wilmere Jordan, ed. The Flora and 
Fauna of Solano County. Solano County 
Office of Education, 1965. 

-. Solano County History and 

Government. James H. Barry Co., San 
Francisco, California, 1965. 

Notebook. The Solano County Historical 
Society. Vol. I (1958) to Volume XXIII 
(1980). 

Our Lasting Heritage: An Historical and 
Archeological Presentation Plan for 
Central Solano County. Prepared by the 













Central Solano County Cultural 
Heritage Commission, June, 1972. 
Oxford, June. The Capital That Couldn't 
Stay Put. San Jose: Smith McKay 
Printing Co., 1983. 

Peterson, Marcus. "The Career of Solano." 
M.A. thesis. University of California, 
Berkeley, 1957. 

Pitt, Leonard. California Controversies: 
Major Issues in the History of the State. 
San Rafael: ETRl Publishing Co., 1985. 
Powers, Stephen. Tribes of California. 
Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1976. 

Read, Ethel Matson. Lo, the Poor Indiana: A 
Saga of the Suisun Indians of California. 
Fresno, California: Panorama West, 
1980. 

Resources of Solano County, California. Its 
Location, Topography, Geology, Climate, 
Soil, Productions. Its Great Agricultural, 
Horticultural and Viticultural Wealth. 
Solano County Board of Trade, 1887. 
Roberts, Helen M. Big Chief Solano: A Tale 
of Mission San Francisco Solano. 
Pamphlet, Stanford University Press. 
1948. 

Rolle, Andrew F. California: A History. 
New York: Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, 1963. 

Schwendinger, Robert J. International Port 
of Call: An Illustrated Maritime History of 
the Golden Gate. Woodland Hills, 
California: Windsor Publications, 1984. 
Shine, Steven Martin. Early Years to Golden 
Years in Rio Vista. Vallejo, California: 
Victoria Books, 1978. 

-. The History of Bird's Landing, 

California. Concord, California: Victoria 
Books, 1976. 


Museums 

Benicia Camel Barn Museum, 2024 Camel 
Barn Road., Benicia, CA 94510. (707) 
745-5435 (Hrs. 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Wed. 
through Sun.) 

Benicia Capitol State Park, 115 West G. 
Street, Benicia, CA 94510. (707) 745- 
3385 (Hrs. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily) 

Benicia Fire Museum, First and Military 
Streets, Benicia, CA 94510. (707) 745- 
6272 (Hrs. by appointment) 

Dutra Museum, Rio Vista, CA. (707) 373- 
5015 (Hrs. by appointment) 

Rio Vista Museum, 16 North Front Street, 
Rio Vista, CA 94571 (Hrs. Sat. and Sun. 
1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.) 

Travis Air Force Museum, P.O. Box 1565, 
Travis A.F.B. 94533 (707) 424-5605 
(Open Daily) 

Vacaville Museum, 213 Buck Avenue, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. (707)448-4513 
(Hrs. 1 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Wed. - Sun.) 


Snow, Chet B. Travis Air Force Base: 40 
Years on Active Duty. Travis AFB 
Historical Society, 1983. 

Solano County, California. The Land of Fruit, 
Grain and Money. Issued by the Solano 
County Board of Supervisors. Vallejo 
Evening Chronicle, 1905. 

The Solano Historian. Vol. Ill No. 2 
(December 1985); Vol. I, No. 2 (May 
1986); Vol. Ill (December 1986); Vol. Ill, 
No. 1 (May 1987); Vol. Ill No. 2 
(December 1987). 

St. Vincent Ferrer Church, Vallejo, California: 
A History of One Hundred and Twenty 
Five Years, 1855-1980 

Survey of Cultural Resources: Central 
Fairfield. Office of Environmental 
Affairs, City of Fairfield. San Francisco: 
Charles Page & Associates, Inc., 
February, 1982. 

Swett, Ira L. and Aitken, Harry C., Jr. The 
Napa Valley Route: Electric Trains and 
Steamers. Glendale, California: 
Interurbans, 1975. 

Taylor, Bayard. El Dorado: Adventures in 
the Path of Empire. New York, 1882. 

The Way It Was: A Program for Historical 
Preservation. Prepared by the 
Department of Environmental Affairs, 
City of Fairfield, California, March 
1975. 

Tays, George. "Mariano Guadalupe 
Vallejo and Sonoma: A Biography and 
a History." California Historical 
Quarterly, Vol. XVI, No. 2 (June 1937), 
No. 3 (September 1937), No. 4 
(December 1937); Vol. XVII, No. 1 
(March 1938), No. 2 (June 1938), No. 3 
(September 1938). 

Thompson and West, Historical Atlas of 

Resources 

Vallejo Naval «& Historical Museum, 734 
Marin Street, Vallejo, CA 94590 (707) 
643-0077 (Hrs. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tues. 
through Sat.) 

Western Railway Museum, 5848 State 
Highway 12, Suisun City, CA 94585. 
(707) 374-2978 (Hrs. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat., 
Sun., Mon. Holiday) 

Historical Organizations 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn., 5848 
State Highway 12, Suisun City, CA 
94585 

Benicia Historical Society, P.O. Box 773, 
Benicia, CA 94510 

Dixon Historical Society, P.O. Box 814, 
Dixon, CA 95620 

Heritage Society of West Central Solano, 
P.O. Box 901, Suisun City, CA 94585 

Martin-Suisun Historic Park Assn., P.O. 
Box 2731, Fairfield, CA 94533 

Solano County Archives, 1745 Enterprise, 
Bldg. 2, Fairfield, CA 94533. (707) 421- 
104 


Solano County, San Francisco, 1878. 

Udell, John. "Journal of John Udell" 
Solano County Herald, 1859 (Suisun 
City, California). 

Vacaville Chamber of Commerce. 
Vacaville. Vacaville, California: The 
Reporter Publishing Co., 1947. 

Vallejo's Architectural Heritage. Prepared 
by Historic Environment Consultants 
for the Vallejo City Council and the 
Vallejo Architectural Heritage and 
Landmarks Commission, n.d. 

Webster, Calvin B. Educational History of 
Solano County. San Francisco: The 
Bancroft Company, 1888. 

Weir, David Andrew. That Fabulous 
Captain Waterman. New York: Comet 
Press Books, 1957. 

Wichels, Ernes D. "Pages from the Past," 
Vallejo Times Herald, November 3, 
1963. 

Wickson, Edward J. The Vacaville Early 
Fruit District. San Francisco: California 
Illustrated No. 1. California View 
Publishing Co., 1888. 

Wilson, Iris Higbie. William Wolfskill, 
1798-1866. Frontier Trapper to 
California Ranchero. Glendale, 
California: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1965. 

Wings over the Pacific: The United States 
Army Air Force. Baton Rouge: Army 
and Navy Publishing Co. of Louisiana, 
n.d. 

Woodruff, Jacqueline. Benicia, The 
Promise of California. Benicia, 1947. 

Young, Wood. Vaca-Pena "Los Putos" 
Rancho and the Pena Adobe. Vallejo, 
California: Wheeler Printing and 
Publishing, 1965. 


4843 (Hrs. 9 a.m.-l p.m. Tues. and Fri.) 

Solano County Genealogical Society, 620 
E. Main Street, Vacaville, CA. (707) 446- 
6869. (Mailing address: P.O. Box 2494, 
Fairfield, CA 94533.) (Hrs. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Mondays and third Saturday of 
each month.) 

Solano County Historical Society, P.O. Box 
922, Vallejo, CA 94590 (707) 644-3803 

Vacaville Heritage Council, 620 East Main, 
Vacaville, CA (Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 5477, Vacaville, CA 95696) (707) 
448-6737. 

Vallejo Architectural Heritage 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1129, Vallejo, CA 
94590 

Libraries 

Benicia, Dixon, Fairfield, Rio Vista, 

Suisun, Solano Community College, 

Travis Air Force Base, Vacaville, J.F. 

Kennedy, Vallejo 









li 






4 






[■ 











